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Get social with HBA
We want to make sure you get all the information you need from us throughout
the year and beyond. Get news, information and updates from HBA...

On Facebook

On Twitter

On LinkedIn

/ukhba

@thehbauk

/hbauk

Like us on Facebook for the latest
news from our member stations
and interact with likeminded
volunteers.

Follow us on Twitter for the latest
news from our member stations
and updates from the team at the
Hospital Broadcasting Association.

Connect with us over on LinkedIn
as we share updates from HBA
along with the latest news from
our member stations.

And don’t forget to subscribe to our publications and find us online.

Members Newsletter

On-Air Magazine

Our website

Sent monthly via email.

Sent quarterly via email.

hbauk.com

Our members newsletter is packed
full of useful information to help
you run your charities, as well as
the latest news from HBA and our
member stations.

We celebrate the hard-work of
our member station and shine the
spotlight on their volunteers in
our quarterly publication, On-Air.
Available via our website & email.

Our website has lots of
information about HBA, news
from our member stations and
is the gateway to the hospital
broadcasting community.
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“It’s been a
pleasure to
share your
stories with
the wider
world”
Ian Pinnell,
Editor, On-Air

Moving onto pastures new
On-Air continues to grow but with a brand new editor from January 2020.
What a pleasure it has been to
bring you On-Air over the last
three years.
I took over as Editor of this
magazine back in 2015 and can’t
quite believe that over the last three
years, I have produced a total of
17 magazines, one of which was
a print-only edition at our 2019
Annual Conference.
Throughout my time producing
the magazine, I have read so
many inspirational stories, both
from individuals and stations as a
whole. I’ve seen stations expand
into the community with their
broadcasts; individuals raise funds
for their stations through exciting
challenges and seen appericiation
of the work you all do from top level

organisations, from your hospital
trusts to local councillors.
Here’s the cheesey bit. I may
produce this magazine and make
it look glamerous, but in reality, it’s
your hard work and dedication
that makes it worthwhile.
No, seriously, I mean it. Without the
tremendous work you do with your
stations and as individuals, we’d not
have this magazine and it’s been
an absolute pleasure to share your
stories with the wider world.
The magazine isn’t going anywhere
though. I’m handing over the
reigns to someone who will take
the magazine to the next level and
someone who is as passionate
about sharing your stories as I am.

From January 2020, On-Air will
be produced by Wayne Fysh, a
member of Hospital Radio Lynn
and currently the HBA Webmaster.
I’m sure you’ll give him a warm
welcome and send him your good
news stories.
I’m still part of HBA - I remain a
Trustee and continue to do social
media & comms, so do keep in
touch. I’m @ianpinnell on Twitter!
I’ll leave this magazine in the
capeable hands of Mr Fysh. It’s been
a privilage to hear your stories, and
long may they continue.
Ian Pinnell
Editor, On-Air.
2015-2019
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Health & wellbeing at Frimley Park
Radio Frimley Park partake in health & wellbeing initative with hospital Trust.

Radio Frimley Park is one of a
number of stations that have
taken the plunge and become a
CIO.
They found the guidance available
from the HBA absolutely invaluable.
Part of the process involved recasting the station’s charitable
objects, which now include the
promotion of health and wellbeing.
So far so good. But what does it
mean? Radio Frimley Park up until
then had almost exclusively sought
only to entertain patients - to try
to make the time they needed to
spend in hospital pass a little more
agreeably.

Now there was a chance to educate
and inform as well as just to play
requests, and the station is starting
now to involve members of staff
and to provide a platform for staff to
become more involved in its output..

Then with the help of Steve from WiFi
Spark, the recording was turned into a
podcast to be accessible on Twitter.

The pilot recording was so well
received, that a series is now planned
for the future and will be tweeted as
Radio Frimley Park teamed up with “Radio Rheumatology.”
the Rheumatology department at
Frimley Park Hospital to record Radio Frimley Park is very excited about
podcasts to help patients understand these first steps to bring informative and
more about Rheumatoid Arthritis.
educational content to the patients and
their families. The station looks forward
Rheumatology Nurse Specialist and to more such ventures with other
Nursing Ambassador Rosealeen departments within the hospital, and this
Killick, along with Rheumatology dovetails very well with the improved
Nurse
Specialist
Jeannette communications infrastructure within
Cameron and Dr. Mark Lloyd, Lead the hospital facilitated by WiFi Spark,
Rheumatology Consultant came into and additional exposure via social
Radio Frimley Park’s studio to record media.
their message.
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Mystery Jets release new single
‘Hospital Radio’
Its been a busy year of interviews at Radio West Mid, and to mark the 71st Anniversary
of the NHS in July, Blaine Harrison and Jack Flanagan from The Mystery Jets visited
the Isleworth based studios to launch their brand new song ‘Hospital Radio’.
On their tour of hospital stations including Radio Hillingdon and Radio Cherwell, they
chatted to James Hoff about their personal connections with the West Middlesex
University Hospital, memorable performances at Eel Pie Island in Twickenham and
what the NHS means to them. Blaine spent the majority of his life relying on the NHS
service due to suffering from Spina Bifida.
James Hoff, for Radio West Middlesex.
Photo: Clockwise from (top left): Pic 1 (top right) 2: Radio West Middlesex, Pic 3 (bot right): Radio Cherwell. Pic 4 (bot left): Radio Hillingdon.
Photo credit - Rory James. Used with permission.

50 years of Hospital Radio Plymouth
Hospital Radio Plymouth’s celebrations also raised over £1,000.

Members, guests and friends
of the charity Hospital Radi0
Plymouth have come together
at
their
celebratory
50th
Anniversary dinner dance.
Hospital Radio Plymouth (HRP)
is celebrating 50 years of visiting
patients, collecting requests and
broadcasting to Derriford Hospital
and its offshoots this year.
Attendees included some familiar
faces from across the decades such
as BBC Spotlight’s Justin Leigh and
weatherman Dan Downs, plus Sally
Reader, Martin Mills and Gavin
Marshall from former Plymouth
Sound.

Links across hospital radio stations
were strenghtned with Richard Smith
from the A-2 of Pop, plus Oliver
Stables from Harrogate Hospital
Radio enjoying the evening, along
with a large group from CHBN based
in Truro.
They were joined by Wendy Constable,
the widow of one of the founders of
Hospital Radio Plymouth, Jimmie
Constable. Jimmie was a member
of the Plymouth Lions Club, who
helped get the first HRP broadcasts
off the ground, and representatives
from that organisation also came to
the event.
Outgoing HRP Chair Andrew Hill said:
“Fifty years is a remarkable milestone
to reach and we’re thrilled to be able
to share the celebrations”

The evening also included the 50th
Anniversary Prize Draw, which raised
over £1,000. Some members were also
presented with long-service awards by
HBA President June Snowden.
Incoming Chair, Keith Jolley said:
“Hospital Radio has touched the lives
of thousands of people over the last 50
years. It’s a privilege to take the helm
during this anniversary year and build
on our successes into the future.
The multi-award winning station will be
hosting a series of events to raise funds
and celebrate the anniversary, including
a 50 hour broadcasting marathon.
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165 years service at Oxford’s
Hospital radio station.
Volunteers at Radio Cherwell are recognised for 165 years’ service
The membership of Oxford’s oldest

Work from dedicated volunteers has

Radio Cherwell saw nine of its

radio

also meant the station’s website has

members, with a total of 165 years

broadcasting in 1967, is over 80 strong.

had an upgrade.

with long service certificates at

Marketing manager, Natalie Higgs, said

The website has been designed and

its AGM on Sunday 8th September

“Our members are from all walks of

managed solely by volunteers of

2019.

life: students; retirees; professionals;

the station and now boasts a clearer

unemployed,

station,

which

first

began

of service between them, rewarded

and

layout, pop-out listen live stream as

Colin Ryde (10 years) - Susan Peddle

medical staff. Our station isn’t just

well as a dedicated listen again player,

(10 years) - Jacqui Pearce-Gervis (10

about presenting programmes, our

hosting some of the stations flagship

years) - Tracey Lee (15 years) - Richard

volunteers are involved with ward

shows including Hospital News, the

Palmer (15 years) - Geoff Pratchett

visiting, IT maintenance, programme

Wicked Weekday Show and The

(20 years) - Natalie Higgs (25 years) -

production,

Weekend for Everything Show.

Michael Clarke (30 years) and Lili-Ann

and providing public address. We

Gallagher (30 years).

welcome anyone wishing to become

Hospital radio is seen as a firm

involved who is willing to show firm

training ground for becoming a radio

commitment to our patients.”

professional and Radio Cherwell can

The

station’s

ambassador,

Shamin

plus

making

police

recordings

boast numerous members who have

Durrani, presented some of the awards
to Colin Ryde (10 years) - Richard

The radio station recently launched a

joined the BBC, Jack FM and former

Palmer (15 years) - Natalie Higgs (25

new app for Android and iOS devices,

radio station Fox FM (Now Heart).

years) and Michael Clarke (30 years),

allowing patients and staff to hear

pictured above.

programmes with ease inside the
hospital.
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Getting ready for The BIG Broadcast
Richard Smith and the team are back for #BB19 with 40 stations expected to take part

Richard Smith from The A-Z of Pop and his
team are getting ready to broadcast across
the UK for what will be the last Big Broadcast
of the decade!
Broadcast live from A-Z of Pop HQ in Lancashire
and simulcast to around 40 hospital radio
stations across the country, the Big Broadcast
will bring more than 24 hours of fun and
laughter, quizzes and competitions, requests,
dedications, celebrities and more to listeners.
There’s also a chance to hear a pantomime,
where hosts of the Big Broadcast don their best
wigs and shoes to perform on stage and with
the show being streamed live via webcam on
the Big Broadcast website, it’s not to be missed!
The team this year includes Richard Smith as
lead presenter, who can also be heard on 100+
stations with The A to Z of Pop.
Award-winning Jules Caston from Nottingham
Hospitals Radio will be Richard’s co-presenter,
her debut to the Big Broadcast programme.

Jonathan Sawyer from Hospital Radio Reading will be bringing
you the latest news; Jess Storry, also from Hospital Radio
Reading will be managing the teams social media account
during the broadcast and Oliver Stables from Harrogate Hospital
Radio will be on hand to produce the programme and manage
the Live Lounge.
Speaking ahead of the Big Broadcast, Jess said: “I’m just
excited to share one of my favourite nights of the year with
some awesome people, I can’t wait to hear the amazing music
requests we have in store and start the year off with a bang”
Richard Smith also commented: We’re really looking forward
to seeing in the new decade with listeners to more than 40
stations who are taking the show, we’ll also be going ‘Live from
the Wards’ to chat to patients and staff as well. We’ve had some
great input from station members and the fun starts at 10am on
New Years Eve and we’d be thrilled if you could join us!
To
find
out
thebigbroadcast.co.uk

more

and

listen,

visit
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Radio Horton heard in Drayton
Radio Horton has been trialling
its exclusive weekly radio
programme to Glebefields since
July and after a successful official
launch, as the Glebefields team
celebrated receiving its rating
by the Care Quality Commission
(CQC).
Radio Horton gifted the internet
radio to Glebefields Care Home
which has been situated in the
community room. The residents
have been enjoying a weekly
request programme.
Radio Horton Chairman, Anthony
Brown said: “We have been working
on launching our Care Home
service over the last few years with
a view to providing a radio service
to those receiving long term care,
whilst consulting on the necessary
equipment and with local care
homes in terms of establishing a
suitable programme and schedule
that fits around the care home’s
own activities.”

Radio Horton’s Care Home service
at Glebefields has so far proven
popular with both staff and
residents alike.
Fiona
Adamson,
Business
Development
Manager
of
brighterkind,
which
runs
Glebefields as well as 70 care
homes across the country said:
“When we were approached by
Radio Horton, to take part in a
project which involved residents,
we jumped at the chance.
Our residents eagerly await the
arrival of the ‘request gatherers’
because this gives them the
opportunity to recall some of their
favourite songs and tell each other
why the song is particularly special
to them.
They absolutely love the show and
all waiting eagerly to hear their
requests played. The songs are
chosen for their significance to our

resident’s lives, evoking memories
and
encouraging
wonderful
conversations after the show.”
Radio Horton volunteer Jon Cox
fronts the weekly programme.
Jon
comments:
“Jon
Cox
comments: “When Radio Horton
decided to offer a service to Care
Homes, I thought it was a wonderful
idea and decided to volunteer to
help the committee deliver this
fantastic initiative. Talking with both
the staff and some of the residents,
I realised this weekly show meant a
lot to the residents and that I was
very privileged to look inside the
lives of the residents and the staff.”
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Broadcast Solutions™
Alice Soundtech™ is back in business supplying mixing desks, MatchPaks and DA’s etc
We now offer:
•
•
•
•
•

Spare parts for the Air 2000 including refurbished modules and power supplies
Refurbishing service includes new paintwork, metalwork, faders, switches,
capacitors and knobs
Back-to-base repair service for all Alice products
We can visit you on site
A complete studio installation service

Why not visit our website, email or call us to discuss your requirements?
Alice Limited
Ashley
Wharf Lane
Dudswell
Hertfordshire
HP4 3TG
01323 337000
07500 675340
sales@alicesoundtech.co.uk
www.alicesoundtech.co.uk
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Mammoth
Marathon
at Tarka
Radio
Tarka helped the Northern Devon Healthcare NHS Trust charity raise vital funds.
Over and Above, the Northern Devon

Juppers and KT two of Tarka Radios presenters are undertaking

Healthcare NHS Trust charity, has

a mammoth challenge presenting and broadcasting a non stop

launched a £1.5 million fundraising

36 hour marathon show for this great cause. The marathon

appeal to build a new centre to

broadcast took place onthe 15th November 2019.

support people with cancer and
other illnesses, and their loved ones.

Guestes visited the studios throughout the day,

there were

dedications, requests and even an interview with the Chief
The

North

Devon

Cancer

and

Executive of the hospital.

Wellbeing Centre Appeal aims to raise
funds to build a Cancer and Wellbeing

The challenge also coincided with the 36 years Tarka Radio has

Centre on the grounds of North

been on air

Devon District Hospital. This will be a
dedicated space offering a wide range
of information and support services to
anyone affected by cancer and other
illnesses, all within a comfortable and
welcoming environment.
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