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On the 30th September, Radio Cherwell 
celebrated its 50th birthday with a special 
celebration at the Randolph Hotel in Oxford City 
Centre.

In the run up to the celebration, the station 
celebrated with patients and staff from the 
hospitals they serve by presenting live 
programmes for 10 hours from each hospitals 
main reception area.  

More on Page 4

Judging for the 2018 National Hospital Radio Awards 
has begun and will see the bronze, silver and gold 
award winners announced as part of the HBA Annual 
Conference Weekend next year, which is to be held in 
Windsor.

More on Page 5
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Got A Story? Back

IN THIS ISSUE
Your Final On Air of 2017

It's that time of year again where we get 
to feel all festive and look back at events 
over 2017.

But we must remember that, although 
we may have time off work to spend with 
families and loved ones this Christmas, 
there will be thousands of patients in 
hospital over the festive period, with 
hundreds of volunteers giving up their 
time to spread a little bit of cheer on the 
wards, including those in hospital radio.

What an incredible year 2017 has been 
for our industry. Who knows what 2018 
holds, but whatever happens, On Air will 
return in February with more good news 
stories.

As always, if you want to get in touch, 
and submit articles direct via the HBA 
website, just click here. 

Best Wishes

Ian Pinnell
Editor, On Air

Front cover image: 
Ruth Curtis hides behind balloons as she prepares for her 10hr 
broadcast marathon for Radio Cherwell.
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Chairman's Welcome from Grant 
McNaughton
Welcome to our latest and last edition of On Air for 2017. This 
time of year is always exciting and challenging for the Hospital 
Broadcasting Association.

Preparations are well underway for our annual conference and 
national hospital radio awards in March 2018. As we near the end 
of 2017, hospital radio stations across the UK are waiting with 
baited breath to see if they have been shortlisted for the HBA 
National Hospital Radio Awards 2018. Our black tie, gala dinner, 
awards ceremony is held on the Saturday evening during our 
residential conference weekend. This is a true celebration of 
hospital broadcasting and the volunteers involved. So, on the 
stroke of midnight as we enter 2018, our shortlisted nominees will 
be announce across our website and social media platforms. What 
an exciting start to the New Year! 

If you or your organisation would like to support our conference or 
awards then please contact conference.team@hbauk.com.

Celebrating the festive season with patients, staff, family and 
friends is the keystone to our activities in the months leading up to 
and throughout the Christmas and New Year period. Hospital 
broadcasters across the land have prepared dedicated festive 
schedules, fund raising activities at Christmas Fayres and relaying 
local events to those unfortunate to be in hospital at this time. 
These local events allow HBA Member Stations to raise awareness 
across their community whilst generating some needed donations. 
Many Community Christmas Trees across the UK have had their 
lights switched on with the assistance of a local hospital radio 
station.

Many volunteers give up their own celebrations to visit patients in 
the wards, present programmes and help spread festive cheer 
during the build up to Christmas. These volunteers really are our 
unsung heroes at this time of year and demonstrate that hospital 
broadcasting is so much more than just playing music on the radio.

That leaves me to say, on behalf of all involved in at the Hospital 
Broadcasting Association and all hospital broadcasting volunteers, 
season’s greeting and good health and fortune for 2018.

Grant
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The Lord Mayor of Oxford, Councillor Jean Fooks, joined in the celebrations as Radio Cherwell 
celebrated 50 years of hospital radio in Oxford at the stations Annual General Meeting.

Held at the Randolph Hotel in Oxford City Centre, the Lord Mayor congratulated Radio Cherwell on 
reaching the fifty year milestone and presented Chairman Neil Stockton, along with his wife Marion, their 
Long Service certificates of 45 years, from the Hospital Broadcasting Association.

Members of Oxford University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust were also in attendance, including Yvonne 
Blencowe, who manages the Trusts’ volunteers. She congratulated the team on fifty years, adding the 
work of volunteers at the station is an important role within the hospitals and is beneficial to a patients 
stay.

Long Service certificates were also presented to Kevin Crouch and Kyle Jones, whilst the stations Peter 
Baker Award, which recognises the hard work of volunteers each year, was awarded to Hannah Rice from 
our children’s programme.

Speaking of receiving the award, Hannah said “The Peter Baker Award was a lovely unexpected surprise. 
From past experience, I know what it’s like first hand to stay for several weeks in the children’s hospital. So 
I work hard on both our children’s shows, dedicating my time to brighten patients’ stays, making sure 
each child I interact with has a smile on their face after I visit them and has enjoyed their time on Radio 
Cherwell.”

The station celebrated with hospital staff and patients by broadcasting a 50hr marathon spread over five 
days. Starting at 12pm and finishing at 10pm, presenters entertained patients and staff at each of the 
sites served, including the John Radcliffe Hospital, Nuffield Orthopeadic Centre and Churchill Hospital. 

Special guests included Mrs Brown's Boys & Vicar of Dibley writer Paul Mayhew-Archer, St Nicholas Junior 
Choir from Marston and an impromptu sing-song from Kimpy, who got as far as the arena audition on 
ITV's X Factor.

50 years of hospital radio in oxford



NHS England Chief Executive Simon Stevens and HBA Patron Alan Dedicoat 

have been confirmed as among the judges for this years National Hospital 

Radio Awards.

 

They’ll join broadcasters and health professionals from across the UK, in 

listening to the entries and helping decide the overall winners.

 

Entries closed in November and the first stage of judging is already underway, to 

find the top 10 shortlist for each category.  The second stage of judging, to find 

the ultimate Bronze, Silver and Gold will then take place in January ready for the 

winners to be revealed at the annual Conference and Awards Ceremony in 

Windsor in March.

 

Awards co-producer Sean Dunderdale said: “I’m delighted that Simon Stevens 

has agreed to be a judge this year. He’s been a strong supporter of Hospital 

Radio and the Awards, and previously sent a video message thanking volunteers 

for the work that they do.  Alan, of course, is no stranger to the ceremony having 

attended over the past few years.  It’s great that he too has agreed, this year, to 

be a judge.”

 

The short-list of nominations will be revealed by Alan Dedicoat on New Year’s 

Day, as is now traditional.

JUDGING BEGINS FOR NATIONAL 
HOSPITAL RADIO AWARDS

THE HBA ANNUAL CONFERENCE IS 
HEADING TO WINDSOR!
The location of the Annual Conference and National Hospital Radio Awards has 

been announced. 

The event, which takes place from the 23rd to 25th March 2018 will be held at 

the De Vere Beaumont Estate in Windsor. 

Bookings opened on Friday 1st December and are open until January 31st 2018, 

with a variety of packages available to delegates. 

To book your place, click here*.

Keep your eyes peeled to the HBA on Social Media to find out the latest news and 

updates relating to conference and remember to use the hashtag #hbauk2018. 

We'll share some of our favourite messages & tweets.

*You must have an active HBA Website account to book online for Conference and be a member of a HBA member station.





mid downs radio turns 40
Mid Downs Radio continues to serve the Mid Sussex Community and in September, 
celebrated 40 years of broadcasting.

The station, which runs with around 30 volunteers, broadcasts on 1350AM 24/7 from 
studios in the Princess Royal Hospital in Haywards Heath.

The station celebrated a move to broadcasting online five years ago, with patients now 
able to tune in via mobile and tablet devices. 

Paul and Cathy Barnett, who have been volunteering for Mid Downs Radio for more than 
a decade say "It is about bringing a bit of happiness to people and to make them feel 
relaxed".

Cathy is the stations chairman and is in charge of events and fundraising, whilst Paul 
handles the stations production and is the Treasurer. 

Mid Downs Radio provides a range of music, from country, pop, reggae, classical to folk 
and soul as well as providing health and helpful information through interviews and 
programmes broadcast on the station.

The station has recently started broadcasting to GP surgies in the area with plans to get 
into more surgeries in the future. 

Sunshine Hospital Radio, which broadcasts to the Weston General Hospital has 
successfully reached it's £20,000 fundraising target.

The station, which launched the appeal to raise the money in July last year, will use the 
money to replace broken and outdated equipment as well as refurbish their studio 
facilities.

Volunteers at the station have been overwhelmed by the reaction to the fundraising 
drive. 

Press Officer, Marcus Tripp said: “We have been really pleased with the response from 
patients and visitors who have used our service in the past, and are looking forward to 

SUNSHINE'S £20,000 TARGET REACHED
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Bedrock, the Health & Hospital Radio service broadcasting to patients at Queen’s Hospital 
(Romford), King George & Goodmayes Hospitals (Ilford), plus the local community online. 
Raised funds by hosting a 25-hour live programme on Saturday 28th October 2017.

The Big Bedrock Broadcast Marathon opened with an interview with the Mayor of Havering, Cllr 
Linda Van den Hende. – Listen to the Podcast!

The Mayor was interviewed by presenter and Acting Fundraising Officer Barry Felton and 
supported by co-presenters Martin Levin & Scott Mills who played some of the Mayor’s favourite 
songs.
Barry said “it was an honour and a privilege to open the event and interview the Mayor”.

After the interview, the Mayor mingled with members of the charity run radio service whilst the 
marathon broadcast continued through to Sunday 29th October. During the Broadcast we 
entered Daylight Savings Time (GMT) around 2:00a m, which made the marathon 25 hours rather 
than the more conventional 24 hours!

Volunteers of Bedrock came into the studios around the clock to host the Big Bedrock Broadcast 
Marathon, for this event we asked the public to get involved by sponsoring a song of their choice 
starting from £1.00

Lee Howe the station Engineering Officer who was awake and at the station for the whole 24 
hours said “I got through the event by drinking lots of coffee but felt a great sense of achievement 
being there for the patients.”

Chris Deighton the station Secretary added “he was pleased that the event went so well and that 
we received so many requests from our listeners; patients at Goodmayes and Queen’s hospitals.”

Mathew Watson, Chairman, Bedrock reiterated that, “We are very grateful for all the donations we 
received, and to our volunteers who gave their time generously to entertaining patients in our 
local hospitals & providing information to our local community online.”

bedrocks big broadcast marathon





sunshine radio reaches £20,000 target
In September the NHR team undertook the, now traditional, pushing a hospital bed around 
the Robin Hood Half Marathon Course.  This event helps to raise awareness of NHR around 
the city and raise much needed funds for the station.  

NHR often get recognised around the 13 mile course as we have been running the event for 
many years and have ‘bucketeers’ running alongside the bed to collect donations from well 
wishers cheering on the runners.  It can get quite hilly and hard going, luckily, we had seven 
runners taking part in the bedpush this year, with other NHR members waiting at the finish line 
to cheer us on.

This year, for the first time we managed to get NHR broadcasting live from the bed through a 
speaker that was streaming our Sunday morning show with Kev Castle.  This meant we some 
great music to listen to throughout our run and we even did an interview live on air whilst 
running the half marathon.

We finished the half marathon in under 4 hours and managed to raise £672 through 
sponsorship and bucket collections on the day for NHR!

NHR'S BED PUSH SUCCESS

find your nearest hba member station

use our handy station map

www.hbauk.com/stationmap

http://hbauk.com/stationmap


On 29th September 1995 Brian Woodrow the then High Sheriff of Bedfordshire opened 
Hospital Radio Bedfords studio complex at Bedford South Wing Hospital. 

22 years later, and coincidently the week Radio 1 celebrated it’s 50th birthday, Brian returned to 
the studio with Deborah Inskip and Dr Rob Oakley Chairman and Vice Chairman respectively of 
the Bedford Hospitals Charity, to see the continued service HRB provide to entertain the patients 
of Bedford Hospital.

Geoff Clark Chairman of Hospital Radio Bedford said “It was a pleasure to welcome Brian again to 
our studios, and to hear of the fund raising activities and projects carried out by The Bedford 
Hospitals Charity, which was started by Brian. It’s amazing that the charity has raised over 10 
million pounds for hospital projects, the largest of which was the Primrose Oncology Unit which 
was completely funded by charitable donations.

Brian also kindly agreed to be interviewed about the work of the charity which will be broadcast 
on HRB.

Pictured (L to R) are - Geoff Clark, Dr Rob Oakley, Deborah Inskip, Frank Palmer (HRB) and Brian 
Woodrow

hrb celebrates 22 years in current studios





sunshine radio reaches £20,000 target
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As this is the final edition of On Air for 2017, we take a look back at our previous front page 
stories from over the past year. 

It's always a pleasure to read and share your good news stories. We've had stories from all 
across the UK that highlight the positive work hospital radio stations and their volunteers do for 
their patients, hospital trusts and local communities. Keep up the sterling work and let's take a 
look back.

Have you got any feedback about On Air? Talk to our editor, Ian Pinnell. Contact him here.

the best of on air 2017

20hr marathon for 
breast cancer 
awareness month
Two presenters from Radio Clatterbridge are 
celebrating after completing a twenty hour 
broadcasting marathon for breast cancer 
awareness month.

The volunteers, who also work at ASDA in 
Arrowe Park and Bromborough celebrated the 
end of the broadcast at 1am on Friday 21st 
October, marking not only the stations 65th 
birthday, but also the 20th anniversary of the 
supermarkets 'Tickled Pink' campaign.

Issue 153 / November 2016

https://www.hbauk.com/contact/onair-editor
https://www.hbauk.com/system/files/On%20Air_153_HBA.pdf


mayor of redbridge re-
opens bedrock hospital 
radio studio
The Mayor, Cllr Gurdial Bhamra; visited 

Goodmayes Hospital on Sunday 20th November 

2016 to officially re-open the hospital radio 

studio. 

Volunteers at Bedrock Radio with support from 

members of staff from the North

East London Foundation Trust (NELFT) worked 

tirelessly to refurbish and refit the studio suite at 

Goodmayes Hospital.

Issue 154 / February 2017

going for gold - radio 
tyneside scoop four 
golds at hba awards
Radio Tyneside were the big winners at this years 

National Hospital Radio Awards, after winning 

four golds, including Station of the Year.

The ceremony,, which form part of the annual 

Conference weekend, were held in Bolton, 

Greater Manchester.

Issue 155 / April 2017

https://www.hbauk.com/system/files/HBA_OnAir_154.pdf
https://www.hbauk.com/system/files/OnAir_April2017_0.pdf


nottingham hospitals' 
radio celebrate with 
40@40 event
Nottingham Hospital’s Radio successfully 

completed their 40 hour live broadcast during the 

last weekend in July. The broadcast coincided 

with the 40th Anniversary of the Queen’s Medical 

Centre where NHR is based, and was created to 

raise awareness of NHR within the hospital as 

well as kickstart a fundraiser to update the NHR 

studios.

Issue 156 / August 2017

radio cherwell 
celebrates 50 years of 
hospital radio in 
oxford
On the 30th September, Radio Cherwell celebrated its 
50th birthday with a special celebration at the 
Randolph Hotel in Oxford City Centre.

In the run up to the celebration, the station 
celebrated with patients and staff from the hospitals 
they serve by presenting live programmes for 10 
hours from each hospitals main reception area.  

Issue 157 / December 2017

https://www.hbauk.com/system/files/HBA%20On%20Air_Issue%20156.pdf




One of the many great joys of my twenty 
years on hospital radio has been the 
opportunity to get out and about, across 
Hinckley and Bosworth in Leicestershire, 
visiting local events, reporting on what’s 
happening in the area, and interviewing 
local people of note as well as national 
celebrities who’ve visited the borough.

I’ll write a future column, here in On Air, 
about the latter category.

But, in terms of the first two, I’ve had the 
privilege of doing a lot of reporting ‘from the 
field,’ as the saying goes, especially during 
my years editing and anchoring Castle Mead 
Radio’s first ever dedicated local news 
p r o g r a m m e w h i c h w a s c a l l e d 
‘Newsfile’ (about which, again, more in a 
future contribution in this space.)

I’ve broadcast from a host of different places 
for the station...including from the Band 
Stand in Argents Mead in Hinckley, from 
Mount Road (the street which is home to 
Hinckley and District Hospital, where CMR 
has its studios) as the floats were lining up 
one year ready for the town’s fantastic 
annual carnival , from the hospital ’s 
garden. . .where I ended up get t ing 
‘gunged’ (fans of long-since defunct Saturday 
night TV show ‘Noel’s House Party’ will 
remember what that means!) 

To be able to do genuinely local broadcasting, even more 
local than a BBC local radio station can manage most of the 
time, is really rewarding.

When folks are in hospital, to be able to give them a sense of 
what’s going on outside the hospital wards, in the locality, 
can mean the world to them and, hopefully, aid their 
recovery back to health.

That is, ultimately, why we all do what we do.
And for us, as presenters, we gain experience, confidence 
and a renewed zest for our craft when we get a chance to do 
this.

So, I look forward to future opportunities to get out and 
about in my area and record and report from some of the 
great local events, attractions, and festivities that take place.
Let me know some of the wild and wonderful places you’ve 
broadcast from and I may use them in a future column.

mathew's message
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volunteer for the hospital broadcasting 
association
The HBA are currently seeking volunteers to undertake various roles at the organisation.

You will be joining a team of dedicated volunteers who give up their time to make a difference to hospital 
radio on a national level, who have the drive and determination to make sure the ethos of hospital radio 
is spread far and wide.  

We are currently recruiting for: 

Stakeholder Relationship Executive Posts

There are also roles available within the Stakeholder Relationship Team. Please contact Darran Huish for 
more information.

Executive Administrator
We are looking for an Executive Administrator to support, prepare and publish to the Executive Directors 
all relevant information in order to facilitate the execution of their duties. The role reports to the 
Corporate Services Executive.

Fundraising Manager
This role will require the Fundraising Officer post holder to lead on the strategic development of key 
areas of fundraising.  The initial primary objective is to develop a fundraising stream for the HBA.  To 
achieve this aim the role holder ideally will recruit and develop a team consisting of a Trust and Grants 
Fundraiser and a Fundraising Events officer. This role reports to the Corporate Services Executive lead.

To apply, click on the relevant job titles above and fill out an application form. Or to find out more about 
each role, please email corporate.services@hbauk.com or call 0300 121 1112.

Equally, please share this page with friends or others you feel who may be interested in volunteering on a 
national level. You can make a real difference nationally, as well as gain new experiences.

Thank you.

https://do-it.org/opportunities/6de4c701-ab76-4d00-82ef-6574a79f14e1
https://www.hbauk.com/contact/trustee-1
https://www.hbauk.com/contact/trustee-1
https://www.hbauk.com/contact/trustee-1
https://do-it.org/opportunities/4f8ad419-cf69-4afe-b1c4-ce9f4def0731
https://do-it.org/opportunities/8eec0dfc-c0ed-4741-b825-fca5de4062d7


For more about the HBA, including 
information on member stations, events, and 

the latest news, visit www.hbauk.com

Share your station news with us for inclusion in the next edition of On Air. If your station has 
done something great, then we want to hear from you. Remember to send photos along 
with your stories too.

Email: onair@hbauk.com
Telephone: 0300 121 0522
Twitter: @hbaukonair

Got a story for the next issue?

All articles, press releases and stories sent to On Air will be considered for inclusion in the magazine, however at the editors discretion, 
some may be omitted from being included in the magazine and placed on other Hospital Broadcasting Association promotional outlets, 
including the HBA website, social media and/or members newsletter where applicable.  Press releases may be shortened to fit in with the 
magazine. 
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