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The Last Autumn Conference
This is your chance to be present when history is made.

Due to a change in policy, the HBA EC has decided to dispense
with the Autumn conference.

The first Autumn Conference was held  at Durham in 1970 ... thirty eight years ago.
The last will be at Solihull from 10th – 12th October 2008.

Solihull is to the south of
Birmingham and the venue,

the St John’s Hotel, is just two
miles from the M42 motorway
and less than five miles from
Birmingham International rail

station and Birmingham airport.
We will be running a minibus to

collect from the station and
airport as usual.

Discount for Leeds delegates
We have negotiated a reduction in the final bill for the Spring conference in Leeds and we

will be using this to offer a discount at Solihull. So anyone who was a full weekend delegate
at Leeds is entitled to a £10 reduction in the full weekend price at Solihull. Just book in the

normal way, with the normal £40 deposit and we’ll deduct £10 from your final invoice.

No single room supplements
And it just gets better and better ... the hotel in Solihull are not charging a

supplement for single rooms. This means we won’t be charging you extra for a
single room. The cost of a full weekend will be £135 – or just £125 if you were a

full weekend delegate in Leeds earlier this year.

So, if you normally share with a mate just to save money, but can’t stand their
snoring, here’s your chance for a conference with a peaceful nights sleep …

You will be receiving a booking form in the next few weeks, or you can
download one from the HBA website www.hbauk.com or if you prefer,
call or e-mail Marie Harper on 0870 321 6017 conferences@hbauk.com
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Female Presenters of the Year celebrate at
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Hi Everyone,
It’s that time of year again with Award winners all

celebrating their success – may I take this opportunity of
congratulating them all. I would also like to congratulate Sean
and Iain on their very successful first Award ceremony and
before they go and lie down in a darkened room to recover,
remind them that there is just a few months to go before the
whole thing starts again for the 2009 Awards!!

Many people just do not realise the vast amount of work
involved in staging an event like this and I can just imagine how
many sleepless nights they must have had.

My  sincere thanks to Sean, Darran Huish of Bath HR and
Geoff Fairburn for all the photos of Awards – you will find
plenty of photographs in the centre pages of this publication.

When you are reading this magazine and finding out what
other stations have done, please take the time to send me a
report and photographs of what your station has been up to.
It’s so good to hear what other stations are doing.

Michelle

DIARY DATES
10th-12th October 2008
AUTUMN CONFERENCE

RENAISSANCE HOTEL, SOLIHULL
11th October 2008

HBA AGM
27th-29th March 2008

SPRING CONFERENCE 2009
HILTON HOTEL, BLACKPOOL

On Air is the Official Journal of the HBA which is the trading name of the National Association of Hospital
Broadcasting Organisations, a Company limited by guarantee.

Registered in England No. 2750147. A Registered Charity No. 1015501.
Registered office: Mariners House, 24 Nelsons Gardens, Hedge End, Southampton, SO30 2NE.

On Air is distributed free of charge to all member stations of the Association plus interested parties.
All material is ©2006 of HBA and may not be reproduced in any form without the written authority of the Editor.

Views expressed in the magazine are not necessarily those of HBA, or the Editor but are the personal opinion of the contributor.
Whilst every effort is taken to ensure the accuracy of the publication, all advertisements and articles appear in good faith

and HBA and the Editor accept no responsibility for any errors or inaccuracies.
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Committee Report
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Welcome
Firstly, it’s welcome (or rather

welcome back) to the HBA to Stoke
Mandeville Hospital Radio, our latest
member station.

Membership
Subscriptions

Thanks to all those members who
have responded to the invitations to
renew their HBA membership, which
were sent out at the end of March.
Membership automatically lapses if
payment is not received by 1st June.
Our Articles of Association don’t allow
for any discretion by the Executive
Committee where payment is not
received in time; you will need to
complete a new membership
application form and be formally re-
admitted as a member. Please avoid
unnecessary work by both you and me
by getting your cheques to Julie ASAP.

National Hospital Radio
Awards

Congratulations to all those stations
and individuals who were recognised in
the National Hospital Radio Awards.
The awards ceremony went (almost)
without a hitch and I have heard only
praise for the result of the hard work
put in by Iain, Sean and their team. Full
coverage of the event is included in this
magazine. I haven’t seen the final
accounts but I understand the cost to
HBA was significantly lower than in
previous years. If you have any
(constructive) comments about the
awards and/or the ceremony, Iain and
Sean would welcome them.

Spring Conference
I hope all those of you who came to

Leeds both enjoyed yourselves and got
something useful out of the weekend to
benefit your hospital broadcasting work.
Being a committee member of a station
that is in the early stages of planning a
studio move, I certainly got some good
ideas from the visits to the local hospital
radio stations and from the trade show
exhibitors. I didn’t manage to get to any
of the seminars this time but I
understand they were both informative
and thought-provoking.

Following feedback after the
Newport conference, we tweaked the
signing-in process for the Informal
Meeting, replacing the attendance
sheets at the door with clipboards
which were circulated during the
meeting. Hopefully, we can do
something similar in Solihull – assuming
we can convince as many delegates as
possible to collect their voting cards
from Conference Reception ahead of

the meeting.
The informal meeting enabled the

EC to answer questions regarding the
changes to Autumn conferences. A
vocal minority made it clear that they
weren’t happy. By the time you read
this, the EC will have met and
discussed matters arising from the
meeting. It is well understood that many
of those who regularly attend the
Autumn conference like its format.
Unfortunately, simple economics mean
that it cannot continue in its current
form, costing HBA around £50 in
subsidy per attendee. The Trustees
have a legal duty to ensure that HBA’s
money is spent to further hospital
broadcasting in the most cost-effective
manner; we have concluded that there
are more beneficial ways of spending
the  Association’s money, namely by
organising themed training events. That
said, there were some constructive
suggestions made during the meeting
and I’m sure the EC and the Events sub
committee will take these on board as
plans for future events are developed.
Minutes of the meeting are available on
the website .

Once again, constructive criticism of
the conference is being sought. If you
weren’t at the Sunday lunch or didn’t
get round to filling in the feedback
forms that were on the tables, please
contact Iain with your thoughts and
comments.

Future Regional
Structure

At our last meeting, the EC discussed
the future for HBA’s regions. The

future of regions has come up several
times during the various debates we’ve
had on the restructuring of the HBA
and members’ views were sought
during a workshop at the Spring 2007
conference and the consultation held
later last year.

The feeling of the EC is that the
current regional structure, governed by
formal bylaws and structured around
strict geographical boundaries is not
serving either the HBA or its members
very well. Consideration is being given
to replacing the formal structure with
an informal structure.

The job of a Regional Rep will
change from one of trying to arrange a
series of regional meetings which few
people attend to delivering services and
acting as a liaison to HBA members
within a particular area of the country.
Any regional events would be open to
all members without geographic
boundaries.

The Reps would probably be
appointed by the Regional Manager on
the recommendation of local members,
as lack of formal membership of a
region would preclude a formal
election.

Charity Law update
A large number of the provisions

contained in the  Charities Act 2008
came into force in England and Wales
in March and April. These include a
new definition of ‘charity’, new powers
for the Charity Commission, powers for
charities with an income of less than
£10,000 to be wound-up or have their
charitable objects amended much more
easily, powers for unincorporated
charities to modify their constitution
even if it doesn’t include an amendment
clause, and powers for a charity to pay
a minority of its trustees for work other
than acting as a trustee.

Also, accounts of charitable
companies (in England, Wales and
Scotland, but not Northern Ireland) for
financial years starting on or after 1st
April 2008 are subject to the same
requirements as unincorporated
charities, following a change in
Company law.

As part of the new definition of
charity in England & Wales, which
now includes an explicit requirement
for public benefit, the Charity
Commission have issued some statutory
guidance, which charity trustees are
legally required to ‘have regard for’; ie
they must consider it, but not
necessarily obey it.

If you have any queries about any of
these changes, please get in touch and
I’ll try to explain the ways in which they
may impact you.

by Nigel Dallard, Secretary
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HBA – LONG SERVICE CERTIFICATES ISSUED 
Many congratulations  and thanks to you all for your hard work, dedication and commitment to hospital radio

Marcos Kallou Harlow Hospital Radio 10
Andrew Roberts Harlow Hospital Radio 10
John Bryson Harlow Hospital Radio 15
Paul Child Harlow Hospital Radio 15
Ian Jackson Harlow Hospital Radio 15
Andrew Ball Harlow Hospital Radio 20
Brian Cave Harlow Hospital Radio 20
Martin Davis Harlow Hospital Radio 20
David Woollard Harlow Hospital Radio 20
David Jackman Harlow Hospital Radio 35
Karen Lakin Hospital Radio Barnet 25
Bob Henderson Hospital Radio Barnet 25
Martin Ferdinando Hospital Radio Barnet 25
Martin Rosen Hospital Radio Barnet 25
Jonathan Israel Hospital Radio Barnet 20
Angela Callaghan Hospital Radio Barnet 20
Andrew Edrupt Hospital Radio Barnet 15
Richard Brooks Hospital Radio Barnet 10
Richard Lewis Hospital Radio Barnet 10
MIchael Turner Radio Allerton, Leeds 30
Nicholas Jones Radio Allerton, Leeds 30
John Hutchinson Radio Allerton, Leeds 30
Robin Clayton Radio Allerton, Leeds 30
Francis Klonowski Radio Allerton, Leeds 25
Andrew Wright Kettering Hospital Radio 25
Barry Hampton Bridge FM Dundee 10
Pauline Grimmond Bridge FM Dundee 15
Bob McNally Bridge FM Dundee 15
Ian Lees Bridge FM Dundee 25
Elizabeth Held Hospital Radio Hastings 15
Colin Baker Hospital Radio Swale, Sheppey/Sittingbourne 10
Dean Fieldus Seaside Hospital Radio, Shoreham 25
Malcolm Brett Seaside Hospital Radio, Shoreham 25
Bob Burgess Seaside Hospital Radio, Shoreham 20
Ruth Simpson Seaside Hospital Radio, Shoreham 20
Mark Stephen Seaside Hospital Radio, Shoreham 20
Sheila Whatmore Seaside Hospital Radio, Shoreham 20
Jenni Furlong Seaside Hospital Radio, Shoreham 15
Richard Davies Rookwood Sound, Cardiff 20
Lesley Jennings Rookwood Sound, Cardiff 10
Jan Holmes-Wharley Rookwood Sound, Cardiff 10
Maurice Simove Rookwood Sound, Cardiff 15
Frank Hennessey Rookwood Sound, Cardiff 10
Colin Thorpe Radio Link, Derby 20
Bill Wilson Radio Link, Derby 10
Dave Moxhay Radio Link, Derby 25
Dave Langer Northern Air Radio HBS, Manchester 45
Dave Bee Northern Air Radio HBS, Manchester 10
Steve Eccles York Hospital Radio 30
Michael Pearson Valley Park Radio Dartford 15
Dennis Smith Valley Park Radio Dartford 15
Ralph Hopkins Valley Park Radio Dartford 15
George Sumner Radio Royal Bradford 15
Ashley WIlliams Radio Royal Bradford 20
Val Williams Radio Royal Bradford 15
Elaine Burton Radio Wishing Well, Trafford, Manchester 10
Paul Armstrong Radio Wishing Well, Trafford, Manchester 10
Stephen Pryme Radio Wishing Well, Trafford, Manchester 10
Allan Thorpe Radio Wishing Well, Trafford, Manchester 15
Richard Parkinson Radio Wishing Well, Trafford, Manchester 15
Nigel Crouch Radio Wishing Well, Trafford, Manchester 10
Anthony Newman Rugby Hospital Radio 10
Mike O'Connor Rugby Hospital Radio 10
Stewart Allen Radio Tyneside 25
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June’s Travels

ON AIR                        <http://www.hbauk.com> Page 5 May/June 2008

Even Easter and a snowy Easter
Sunday seem a long way away now –
but let’s hope the summer soon arrives.
I have visited quite a few stations
happily since the last On Air.

I was delighted to be able to attend
the Harlow Hospital Radio awards
evening – a great idea and thank you to
everyone for making me so welcome.
Members really did appreciate the
awards in which the station recognises
their achievements.

The Association Events Team
Meeting was held in Leicester and I
had hoped to surprise members of
Radio Fox and visit them at the end of
the day – such a shame that illness had
meant the people I knew were not
there, never mind ... next time!

Luton and Dunstable invited me to
their annual open day which was also
visited by local signatories and was a
lovely afternoon. Valley Park Radio had
a super afternoon of celebrations for
their new studio opening and Radio
Addenbrooke’s held a very successful

evening to launch their new logo.
Thank you to all three stations for their
invitations – very much appreciated and
a great pleasure to meet so many
members of each station. 

After our March HBA EC meeting, I
went to the theatre and saw Stomp –
an excellent show and then met up
with three of my god-daughters who I
hardly see these days, so it really was a
lovely time. 

Conference in Leeds was a most
enjoyable weekend indeed and a lot of
effort was put into it by so many. I must
mention Paul Duell who always does
such a good job of driving the minibus,
Jenni & Chris for their Friday night
quiz, all those who took part in
seminars and Mike Skinner with Emma
Sysum’s help in the Trade Show. Marie
and John played their normal part in
planning the weekend including sorting
out many visits, liaising with the hotel
and dealing so efficiently with the
bookings as always. Thank you John
and Marie so much for all your hard
work. Unless you are involved, it is
difficult to realise just how much work
goes on behind the scenes before
during and after conference. And to
our Events Team Chairman Iain Lee, to
Sean Dunderdale and many of the
Scunthorpe team thank you so much
for all your efforts for the very
successful awards.

There are always so many to thank
on these occasions and I know that
their hard work is very much
appreciated by all who attend
conferences. Very many thanks are due
to the Exhibitors, Sponsors and those
who came for the Awards evening to
present awards or entertain. Many
congratulations to all who received
awards and especially to those who
won their category – you really all do
hospital radio proud. Thank you to all

those of you who came along to
support conference and the awards
ceremony.

During the conference weekend,
with a group of us, I was able to visit
Radio Aire – one of the best visits I had
in a long while to a local commercial
radio station. I was very pleased a mini
bus full of us could visit Radio Allerton
on the Friday evening and help them
continue their station celebrations and
on Sunday morning it was equally good
to have the chance to go to Radio Royal
Bradford to present some long service
certificates. So, yes – a busy weekend
and I am sure many arrived home
exhausted.

Happily, being in York last weekend
meant I could go along to my station
and see lots of people I know there.

It has been a busy time for Long
Service Certificates; so far this year we
are up to 126 produced and as
promised names of those receiving
certificates are being published in On
Air again.

I have plans to visit quite a few
stations in the coming weeks/months
including Chelmsford, York, Anchor
Radio, Radio Addenbrooke’s, Hastings
and Seaside – so my visits will certainly
keep me busy and I am looking forward
to meeting many more of you through
those visits.

Please do keep those requests for
Long Service Certificates both for
members and for your stations coming
and if I or if not me another committee
member can come out to present them
to you we will be happy to try.

So until the next On Air, I hope your
plans for the coming weeks go well and
I am sure with the better weather you
will have lots of fund raising events
booked.

I hope to see some of you soon,
Best wishes, June

The Beacon Fellowship  Charitable
Trust has called for nominations for its
2008 Beacon Prize – to be given to an
individual who has made ‘a significant
charitable contribution in giving time,
money or skills to a specific cause’.

There are regional prizes for winners
from England, Northern Ireland,
Scotland and Wales and an overall
winner who will receive £30,000 to
donate to the charity of their choice.

Do you know someone in your
station – or in another station – that
would be a worthy winner? If so,
please consider nominating them. The
nomination form and further
information can be found at
www.beaconfellowship.org.uk.

Beacon's former Chair and Broadcaster,
Martyn Lewis CBE notes, ‘The Beacon
Prize, described by the Prime Minister,
Gordon Brown MP, as 'the Nobel Prize of
the charity world', aims to encourage a
culture of giving in the UK by uncovering
and recognising extraordinary
achievements in the world of charity.

‘Beacon has had a remarkable response
to last year's prize nomination scheme,
revealing stories of extraordinary
individuals who have worked to make a
difference, be it locally or on a global
scale. Each in turn represents the Beacon
belief in the strength of individual
philanthropy and we are confident this
year's nominations will highlight the work
of many more yet unnamed heroes who

have given so much in the name of
charity.’

Do you know someone who deserves a
Beacon Prize?

• Perhaps a young person who donates
their time and talent to help others?

• Or a person with energy and
originality, who transformed things in their
community?

• Or someone who has used their skills
to help transform a  charity?

• Has someone you know created an
idea that has changed peoples' lives?

Whatever your story Beacon wants to
hear about it. Categories for nomination
include Leadership, Community Builder,
Creative Giving, New Initiatives and
Young Philanthropist.

The 2008 Beacon Prize
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View from the Basement
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Having just returned from a break in the fab city of Liverpool,
I was struck by the tenuous links we all go to in order to be
peppered with stardust. Upon arriving at Strawberry Field armed
with my 5 megapixel camera phone and Sony cam ready to
record my visit to the musical Mecca of my youth, we were
informed by our ‘magical mystery’ tour guide of his meeting with
Paul McCartney a few months previously. He claimed he was
the only person to not ask Macca for his autograph but have
Macca ask him for his as way of thanks for this. He then
(allegedly) went drinking in Matthew Street, home of the Cavern
club until 9am with Mr M and his entourage.

I myself have met the great man. My school was the same seat
of learning frequented by the Macca children, in Sussex,
throughout the 1980s. One sunny day I managed, as a spotty,
tongue tied, adolescent to find myself standing next to Paul whom
I subsequently had a one minute conversation with about a hot
air balloon. Although in times passage this conversation has now
turned into a one hour chatfest, in reality I am sure I remember
more about our ramblings than the smiley Beatle does about my
views on air powered craft.

I suppose the embellishments we reap on others about our
brushes with the famous are merely to surround ourselves with
an air of awe. To make others aware that I, yes I, have managed
to hold a conversation with a living musical god about something
other than music and live to tell the tale about what a nice
friendly fella he is etc, etc.

We all have little gems of our own and I too have plenty more
where that came from. I once tapped Vic Reeves on the shoulder
and asked him when the next train to Hastings was. He turned
and was greeted with an intelligent ‘aaah its you!’ comment from
myself before scurrying off to catch his connection.

Danny Baker outside of the petrol Station in Rye (there is only
one), who proceeded to sign my B and H packet and have a
healthy chat about the virtues of Dymchurch. Charlie George, the
Arsenal legend who, although I did not speak to him, has seen
pictures of my manhood. He was unaware of the argument that

then ensued after I berated my wife for putting such
intimate drawings of her life study into a public exhibition.
As she kindly pointed out however, there’s not many men
can say that Charlie George has studied pictures of their
c***. She had a point.

Robbie Keane, the Spurs striker was seen in Potters Bar
Tesco’s car park, Freddie Starr in a man’s clothing shop in
Hastings and I am proud to say I gave the notorious Essex
gangster Dave Courtney the ‘bird’ after he cut me up on the
N340 coast road outside of Marbella. To be honest I didn’t
know it was him at the time and if I had, I may have toned
down my driving protestations somewhat. Luckily my hire
car was nippy and I managed to evade death by possible
extreme violence.

The overriding theme of meeting such luminaries is my
theory that the greater the celeb (Macca excluded), the
more they disappoint. One such case is king of the leopard
print, Peter Stringfellow. Stringie, as he is known to his
friends, was, in my opinion an outspoken, talentless tart of
an OAP, whose strike rate with impressionable, if gorgeous,
females was due to the fact that his wallet and kudos was
larger than his intellect or cool value. I arranged to
interview and meet Stringie and I was blown away. He
was one of the most open, interesting, easy going, friendly
and generous men I have ever met and if I were a) female,
b) young and c) not worried about what my parents would
say, then I think I may have been tempted. My view was
not altered after I, along with three friends was invited to
his club where we received a three course meal, countless
bottles of champagne and £100 of Stringie money for
dances, all in the name of research, of course. 

Hospital radio throws up such meetings and brushes with
the great and the good (and bad). My favourite is from
Barnet HR when Emma Bunton was invited down to the
studio for an interview. Surprisingly she accepted and even
more impressively arrived early for the showdown. The
presenter due to interview her had not yet arrived and she
was met by a member who is not a pop aficionado. He did
not recognise her and was by all accounts sent away, never
to return. To say the interviewer was distraught is an
understatement. It would never happen to Paxman ...

www.brett-ellis.combrettellis99@yahoo.co.uk 

More comments from our columnist, Brett Ellis, and his unique view on life ...

AllDay DJ is a Marc Steele product
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Any station that relies on Patientline
for the distribution of its programmes
will understandably be wondering what
the future holds for the company, the
system in their hospital and
consequently for their broadcasting
service. 

Stations do ask the HBA what is
happening and what would happen if
the company were to be put into
administration but the answers – at the
time of writing in late April – are that
there is nothing new to report and that
no-one really knows, respectively. 

The figures are daunting: the
Company’s half-year results released in
November showed net borrowings of
£82.5m, slightly down on the previous
year but also that revenue was down
again and inflowing cash no longer
covered the cost of running the
business even before financing
activities. Patientline’s liabilities
exceeded its assets by more than £43m.
The company made no secret that the
cash generated was ‘not sufficient to
service the current levels of debt and
cover operating costs and pre-existing
operating liabilities’. The share price
remains well below 1p.

Patientline told shareholders in
December 2006 that it needed to
negotiate a restructuring of the debt
with its banking syndicate. The
company has since warned that the
lenders will be entitled to call for
repayment of the loans if agreement on

restructuring is not reached by 30th
November 2008, or even sooner –
30th June – if the company cannot
satisfy financial covenants that apply
under the current short-term working
capital arrangement. Patientline has said
that were the lenders to demand
repayment, the company would aim to
raise further finance from alternative
sources, including by a new issue of
shares but existing shareholders were
warned that the value of their holdings
might then ‘be subject to dilution’ and
that if the effort was not successful the
company would cease to trade. 

The most recent official
announcement, in February 2008,
followed a similar line to previous
missives: ‘constructive discussions
continue with the support of our
banking syndicate and your Board
remains hopeful that proposals can be
brought forward in this financial year’.
No official word of success or
otherwise has emerged since the
financial year ended on 31st March.
The notice ended by saying that shares
may be worth nothing following debt
restructuring.

At the same time, a source within
Patientline claimed that the banks had
decided not to accept shares in lieu of
debt repayment, though the credibility
of that source is questionable having
stated two months earlier that a debt-
for-equity swap was 99.9% agreed.
Other rumours that had previously

emerged from within Patientline
included reports that ‘some well known
companies’ were interested in buying
the business, including Sir Richard
Branson and then that an overseas
buyer was interested. No evidence has
been seen to confirm these rumours.

The possibility of a service provider
ceasing to trade is not the only risk to
bedside services. Any of the companies
could decide that revenue from a
particular hospital is too low and give
the trust six months’ notice of their
service being withdrawn. In that
scenario the provider would almost
certainly remove its equipment for
deployment elsewhere and for spare
parts.

The advice from the HBA to every
station that relies on a bedside
entertainment system is still that you
should engage with your hospital trust. 

• Does your trust have a contingency
plan in case of the bedside
entertainment service being withdrawn
for any reason? 

• Can you assist the trust by advising
on a contingency plan? 

• What steps would your trust take
to ensure the continued provision of
radio – at the least – to its in-patients? 

Geoff Fairbairn
Chairman
HBA Patient Entertainment
Systems Subcommittee

Darent Valley Hospital’s own Radio Station –
Valley Park Radio was honoured recently when
Chairman Neil White received a civil award from
Dartford Mayor Sheila East.

In the citation, which was read out at a ceremony
at the Civic Centre by Councillor Pat Coleman, Neil
was praised for his 16 years of selfless charity work
in hospital radio and at Valley Park Radio where he
has been Chairman since it opened in August 2000.

Neil said, ‘It came as a big and nice surprise to
hear that I had won the award and I am very
pleased to have been nominated, it shows that the
work we do stands out in the local community as
well as at Darent Valley Hospital’.  

Neil was one of a number of people who were
similarly honoured by the Mayor for their charity
work within the borough.

2008 has been good for Valley Park Radio with the
opening of their new studio in February and the
recognition the station revived at this year’s
National Hospital Radio Awards  in Leeds in March.

The station is always looking for new volunteers
to join the station. Details can be obtained at their
website at www.valleyparkradio.org.uk
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Bring on Blackpool!!
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Saturday, March 29th 2008 was a
night of firsts, with singer Chris
Townsend performing at his first Gala
dinner, IRN Editor Jon Godel hosting
his first ever awards ceremony and Iain
Lee and Sean Dunderdale producing
their first ceremony.

So how did it go? Sean has given On
Air his thoughts ...

For a first attempt, I think it went
well. Yes, there are things we can
improve, however, we needed to get
our first live ceremony under our belts
to identify what would work and  – as
importantly  – what wouldn't.

I must admit, I spent the entire
weekend in a daze. I've heard reports
of people who have ‘out of body
experiences’ and admit that's just how I
felt. Delegates at the Spring conference
were asking me how things were going
prior to the event and then afterwards,
saying ‘well done’ but throughout it
really felt as if it was happening to
someone else. It didn't actually hit me
what we'd achieved until I was half
way down the M1 heading home on
the Sunday afternoon.

It had been exactly 12 months earlier,
during Dave's final awards bash in
Northampton that we had the idea of
taking on the task of ensuring their
continuation. A meeting with the HBA
Events Committee sealed our fate and it
was agreed that we'd give it ago.
Hundreds of letters were sent out over
the weeks that followed in the search

for guest presenters, sponsors and
prizes. If anyone's ever found
themselves in the position of hunting for
a new job and receiving endless ‘thanks
but no thanks’ in response, you'll know
how I felt. Every morning I eagerly

awaited the post to arrive and every
morning I was met with yet another
rejection.

By now the awards entries were
coming in thick and fast, although
thanks to a postal strike and the usual

Christmas rush, Iain ended up spending
nearly an hour a day queuing to empty
the PO Box in Scunthorpe!

Christmas itself was spent burning
CDs and posting out copies of the
many, many, entries to our judges.
Then it went very quiet! No letters in
the post and no response for a little
while from the judges. Time for a New
Year breather!

By February, the short-list was back,
a few people had said yes – among
them Shadow Health Secretary
Andrew Lansley, Dr Chris Steele and
actress Lisa Kay. All was going to plan.
Jon Godel also agreed to go from
‘envelope opener’ to main host too.
Finally, the ceremony seemed to be
coming together.

By early March, the trophies were
ordered and the script started coming
together and a PR company offered
two of its musical acts – for free! Iain
and I realised we are really doing this,
gulp!

Then came the week leading up to
the event. Nervously, the trophies were
nowhere to be seen. They'd be with us
by the morning, we were told – they
didn't quite say which morning!

Having agreed that we could video
Sir Terry Wogan on the Thursday, the
BBC revealed – the day before – that
we'd need a filming permit and public
liability insurance of at least £5 million
before the video could be recorded.
Thankfully our Treasurer Julie came to
the rescue and just 20 minutes before

‘Gene rally I fe lt the  standard
o f pro duc tio n fo r the  awards
was e xc e ptio nally high and,

in so me  c ase s, be tte r
than the  SONY Awards, o f

whic h I’m also  a judge .
The  statio ns appeare d

genuine ly in to uch with the ir
listene rs and I he ard so me
impre ssive  pro gramming.’

Michae l Be tto n
Chie f Exe cutive
Linc s FM Gro up

PR Manager,
Sean Dunderdale reports

on his first Award ceremony
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Bring on Blackpool!! 

ON AIR            <http://www.hbauk.com> Page 9 May/June 2008

the video was due to be recorded, the
filming permit arrived on my e-mail!

Then came news that Lisa Kay's
filming schedule had changed and she
may not be able to attend after all.

The day of the ceremony itself flew
by and while, on the outside I may
have appeared confident, on the inside
I don't think I've ever been more
nervous in my life. The run-through in
the afternoon didn't quite flow as well
as it might have done and, with no time
to attempt a second run-through – or to
make anymore changes – severe doubts
set in.

I needn't have worried though. The
guests all arrived as planned (apart from
Lisa, who sends her apologies) and Jon
Godel pulled the whole thing together
and really was the star of the evening. I
can't think of anyone who'd have done
a better job.

During the ceremony, I sat up in the
balcony and as well ensuring things
went smoothly, I was also writing page
after page of notes, areas to improve on
for future events.

Did we need two live singers?
Probably not ... but given they were
free it seemed a shame to say no.
That'll be tweaked a little for next year.

Did the handing out of commended
and highly commended certificates
work well? It could have worked a little
better and I have ideas on how to do
this next year which will also speed up
the ceremony a little, while still giving
all ten nominees the chance to enjoy
their moment on the stage.

Was the ceremony too long? Yes,
this was partly because of the way we
handed out the certificates as
mentioned but also because of a couple
of late arrivals of guests for dinner,
meaning we started later than planned.
There was one other reason why the
show went on a little longer too. A
certain Ken Dodd was appearing in a
theatre just five minutes away from the
Hotel and we were hoping, if his act
finished in time, that he'd join us for the
end of our ceremony. Despite us
finishing at 11.30pm – he was still on
stage well part midnight!!

I believe we did achieve our main
goals. To ensure a ceremony did go
ahead at minimum cost to the HBA and
also that all certificates would be
handed out on the night and that the
ceremony itself would be a more
informal affair (the latter two were top
of most people's views when Iain and I
asked for feedback last year.)

So, as I've stated, for a first attempt it

went well. I'd like to personally,
through On Air, thank not only Jon
Godel and all our guests on the evening
but to especially mention Kath, Marie,
Keith and Andy from Scunthorpe HR
for their support throughout the
weekend. Iain and I couldn't have done
it without you. 

Now we've got that first ceremony
under our belts, bring on Blackpool! 

And here’s what
some of the winners
thought ...

Matt Wade
Hospital Radio Chelmsford

I'm completely shocked to
have won Volunteer of the
Year. I was just about to have
drink and suddenly they were
calling my name out. I don't
think I deserve it! 

Jordan Hemingway
Bronze
Newcomer of the Year

I'm still in shock. I can't
believe, at just 16, I've
achieved such an honour.

Andrew Hill
Station Manager
Plymouth Hospital Radio

We are absolutely chuffed
to win Station of the Year –
what an achievement for the
station, against the odds.
We've had a leaking roof, no
heating a lack of funds, yet our
volunteers have quietly got on
with the job and this award is
a tribute to their hard work
and a great benchmark as we
enter our 40th anniversary
year.

Diane Clarke
Female Presenter of the Year

I'm absolutely thrilled to bits.
I don't see myself as
competitive, though other
people do – I must say though
that winning is a wonderful
feeling. Awards, such as this,
lifts morale and makes people
believe they belong to
something tremendously
worthwhile.

Co mments fro m
Andrew Lansle y MP CBE,

Shado w Se c re tary o f State
fo r Health

I re ally enjo ye d me e ting the
vo lunte e rs at the  c e remo ny.

It sho wed to  me  just ho w many
pe o ple  are  invo lve d in

vo lunte e ring when talking to
Radio  Che rwe ll and they said they
had 75 vo lunte e rs as part o f what

they’re  do ing. That e quate s to
tho usands o f vo lunte e rs
natio nwide . It was re ally

inte re sting talking to  membe rs,
disc o ve ring ho w they do  what

they do  and ho w they go  abo ut
me e ting pe o ple  o n the  wards.

It's c le ar that the  re latio nship with
patients is as impo rtant, if no t

mo re  so , than just having a b it o f
fun o n the  radio . The  Awards

themse lve s, rightly, give s e ve ryo ne
invo lve d in Ho spital Radio  a re al

sense  o f ac hie vement. 

‘Having liste ne d to  the
e ntrie s I fo und the m ve ry
inte re sting and I take  my

hat o ff to  all the se
tho usands o f pe o p le  who

so  willingly, and so
ge ne ro usly, give  up  the ir

time  to  do  ho sp ital rad io .’ 

Paul Do no van
Radio  Re vie we r
Sunday Time s
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All Roads Roam to Leeds
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The old saying proves true as we all
arrive in Leeds for the HBA 2008
Spring Conference. The Queens Hotel
has apparently spent millions on
complete refurbishment, though I don’t
remember us causing that much
damage when Conference was last
here four years ago.

Having reported to the Conference
Desk, booked a time-slot for dinner ‘so
the hotel know how many to cater for’
and snaffled a couple of Marie
Harper’s delicious biscuits, attention
turns to the list of station visits.

Once again, Paul Duell and his trusty
sat-nav keep us on the road in the
conference minibus. Mr Duell has
probably driven to more hospital radio
stations than June Snowden but he
loses in the ‘most visited’ stakes as he
never goes inside.

BBC Leeds is my first choice. Trying
to look less like ‘visitors’ and more like
seasoned radio professionals, we view
the newsroom, nod knowingly at the
faders and switches in various studios
and knowledgeably discuss the future of
BBC local radio.

Paul and his mate Garmin take
another party to Radio Aire. We find
the station still in the purpose-built
building dating from the early 1980s
and therefore boasting studios with
proportions and acoustic properties that
most today can only dream of, yet
equipped with up-to-the-minute
computers, digital mixers and whatever
is today’s equivalent of bells and
whistles.

Later at Radio Allerton, it’s the ‘how
many hospital radio volunteers can you
squeeze into one small studio’
challenge. This surprises the station’s
Chairman who was expecting June
Snowden and one or two others.

Meanwhile, back at the hotel,
delegates arrive at the dining room at
their pre-booked hour, confident that
the promised carvery will be a feast to
behold. But not since the great
Newcastle ‘bangers and mash’ outrage
has a Friday evening meal caused such
furore. Early diners are surprised to find
the carvery is a curry. Later arrivals are
even more surprised to find the curry
all gone, together with most of the
dessert menu. Happily, after
appropriate ‘discussions’ between the
conference organisers and the hotel
management, we suffer no further
catering setbacks over the remainder of
the weekend.

Then to the Friday night quiz, hosted
by Chris Berezai (the HBA’s answer to
Jeremy Clarkson), Jenny Berezai and

Paul Duell (again). The proceedings
reveal Jenny’s favourite acts seen live
and Chris’s strange definition of a
‘band’ (some of the ‘band records’ are
definitely by solo artists). Some of the
clips suffer from indistinguishable lyrics
(a distinct disadvantage in a ‘name that
tune’ quiz round), nevertheless,
knowing grins around the room indicate
more than one mis-spent youth amongst
the HBA’s finest and more likely an
excessive amount of time squandered at
the hospital radio studio.

Next morning after breakfast (odd
how the old Radio Therapy t-shirt gets
tighter every year – must speak with
Mrs Abel about her laundry regime),
there’s the difficult choice of which
seminar to attend – or whether to
abscond to Leeds city centre and its
retail emporia.

For the ‘What’s In It For Me’
seminar, it’s him again. Health and
Safety expert Paul Duell scares us all
witless with the possible consequences
of failing to pay heed to safety when
planning an outside broadcast (such as
driving a minibus with the back door

open?). There’s some assiduous note
taking and we leave assured that with
proper consideration of hazards and
good planning, we should avoid
problems and liability. 

Next door there is a real buzz at the
‘Broadcasting From The Wards’ session
with Paul Blitz. Unfortunately it’s
coming from Paul’s microphone but
Paul assures us that the content of a live
broadcast is more important than the
technical quality and various practical
and technical ways to stick a
microphone under an unsuspecting
patient’s nose are explained. 

The coffee break is an opportunity to
browse the trade show. Mike Skinner
has attracted a reasonable range of
exhibitors and there’s lots of temptations
on offer – hey, it’s what we raise the
funds for! Great to see all the new
faces too, including Cunnings – they’ve
been trading for 30 years and the HBA
has been holding conferences for 37, so
it had to happen eventually. 

A quick slurp of coffee and I slip into
Ofcom’s seminar, where the regulator
gives us some insight into the licensing
of community radio.

At the same time, the minibus is off
for a station visit to HWD Hospital
Radio in Dewsbury. I’m disappointed to
find the studio acoustics not damped by
liberal hanging of Heavy Woollen
Drapes but it’s always fun to have a
nosey around other people’s studios. 

Meanwhile at the ‘And The Winner
Is ... ‘ seminar, John Watson explains in
a most entertaining way how HR Perth
keeps winning awards. The seminar is
very well attended and will I fear
present the 2009 Awards organisers
with the problem of ten stations coming
first in every category.

Next door in ‘Audio Processing 101’,
Steve Caddy tells us in clear and simple
terms why and how audio is processed
but then illustrates it with bent lines on
graphs and wiggly lines on a heart
monitor display that indicate to me only
that the station hasn’t popped its clogs
yet.

After our buffet lunch, it’s the
Informal General Meeting. This used to
be another chance to hurl brickbats and
rotten tomatoes at our Executive
Committee members. But as the days of
heated argument, frayed tempers,
motions of no confidence and people
stomping out of meetings seem to be
long gone, meetings are more
productive (if a tad less exciting). The
weighty issues of the day are discussed
with decorum, including: regional
training events replacing the Autumn

Mike Abel of
Radio Therapy

Goes to Conference
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All Roads Roam to Leeds
Conference; Patientline, football venue
accreditation and the restructuring of
the HBA.

As the gala dinner draws near, it’s up
to the hotel room to don the tuxedo (in
the radio business the phrase ‘getting
into the DJ’ means something else) and
my Simpsons’ bow tie. The Deputy
Lord Mayor of Leeds, the Reverend
Alan Taylor, leads us from the civic
reception to the ballroom for the Gala
Dinner. As Paul (I know him from
somewhere) Duell shows the Deputy
Lord Mayor how to say grace; I
wonder if his deputy worship will later
return the complement and show Paul
how to drive a minibus around Leeds.
Toasts are toasted and responded to.

And so to the awards ceremony itself.
Highly confident that this will be a good
year for Radio Therapy and I’m wearing
my ‘lucky conference pants’, a tasteful
pair of ‘Percy Pops Up Everywhere’
briefs that I picked up in the Hospital
Radio Goodies ‘reduced to clear’ bin at
Coventry in 1999. Ah, the Coventry
conference – not only the year that I
forgot to pack any undergarments but
also when Radio Therapy was almost
commended in the hotly contested ‘Best
Patients Guide’ category.

Our host for the awards ceremony is
Jon Godel, a very important person at
Independent Radio News. If
newsworthy things ever stop happening
around the world and Jon is no longer
able to make a living as ‘IRN News
Editor’ he will be able to fall back on
his newly revealed talent of awards
ceremony MC, skillfully balancing with
banter the mounting excitement as the
gold, silver and bronze winners are
announced, presented with framed
certificates and escorted off to be
photographed.. Alas, Radio Therapy
misses out again in every category – just
how much cash do you have to put in
the envelope with the entries?

The new organisers, Iain Lee and
Sean Dunderdale, took on the challenge
with a much reduced budget reflecting
the increasing difficulty of attracting
corporate sponsorship. I had feared this
would mean missing out on the dancing
girls this year but our very own
President, June Snowden is invited on
stage for a twirl with our host and very
lovely she looked too.

With the formalities over, is it up to
the hotel room for a quick change into
my disco trousers and on to the dance
floor to impress the ladies with my
moves? Alas, the ladies are apparently
otherwise engaged (oh, the pulling
power of an HBA award) so I just drift

now defunct monorail system) and later
we pause to ponder the veracity of the
assertion on one shopfront that
‘Godloves Solicitors’

For those less inclined to such
perambulations, the minibus sallies forth
(or fifth if you’re counting) to Bradford,
where we admire Radio Royal’s studio
facilities, including the wheelchair ramp
– I think we should put one in at Radio
Therapy, even if the studio is on the
second floor.

We return for the farewell lunch at
which the HBA displays its green
credentials by saving the rainforest and
having the conference scandal sheet
delivered verbally. Diane Clark, who
now seeks estimates for structural
reinforcement of her mantelpiece to
support the weight of her growing
collection of ‘Best Presenter’ awards –
eloquently summarises the weekend’s
highlights: who quacked, how loudly,
and who put their watches back instead
of forwards and were unimpressed to
be refused breakfast when they finally
surfaced at 10:30am – BST. Raffle
ticket sales are so brisk that more books
of tickets have to be sent out for. Why
don’t they just sell the tickets on the left-
hand side of the book too?

Another successful conference,
thanks in no small part to the small
band of organisers who make it all
possible. Enthusiasm recharged we say
our good byes. Some wonder how
much longer they’ll wait for the minibus
to take them to the station. Others wait
for their cars to be brought to the front,
and ponder why it’s called ‘valet
parking’ when the car interior is no
cleaner than it was when driven away.

And so we head back home to apply
our renewed zeal at our stations. And to
start saving up for Solihull. Don’t miss it.

to the bar where serious conferring
with fellow delegates continues late into
the night.

Sunday morning dawns bright and
early. Or so I assume since I don’t stop
to open the curtains between leaping
from under the duvet and the last-
minute dash to the restaurant before
they stop serving breakfast. Cursed
again by the start of British Summer
Time!

Having survived the IGM relatively
unscathed, the EC is on a roll and
holds an ‘open session’ to give delegates
a second chance to duff them up. Such
is the satisfaction with their
performance (surely not apathy or the
time change) that they outnumber the
attendees by about 10 to 1, thus
escaping any risk of insurgence.

It has long been a tradition on the
Sunday morning to go on a ‘ramble’,
and Geoff Fairbairn apparently can’t
think of anything better to do on his
birthday then to lead us around some of
the odder parts of central Leeds. Some
interesting ‘facts’ are imparted en route;
the strange overhead girder-like
structures in the city centre are at last
explained (though strangely nothing is
revealed the following day when
googling for information on the city’s
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STATION OF THE YEAR

GOLD
HR Plymouth

SILVER
Harrogate HR

BRONZE
Radio Cherwell

MALE PRESENTER OF THE YEAR

GOLD
Tom Foster

HR Chelmsford

SILVER
Dave Francis
Radio Redhill

BRONZE
Neil Ingebrightsen
Victoria Radio Network

FEMALE PRESENTER OF THE YEAR

GOLD
Diane Clark

HR Tunbridge Wells

SILVER
Lauren Rich

Radio Northwick Park

BRONZE
Hannah Wigham
Kingstown Radio

SPEECH PACKAGE PRODUCTION 

GOLD
Hospital Radio

Perth

SILVER
Radio Witham

BRONZE
Winchester HR

WINNER
Connal Cather
HR Plymouth

WI
Mat

HR Ch

JOHN WHITNEY
AWARD

VOLU
TH

SILVER
Ellie Jackson, Harrog

BRONZE
Jordon Hemingway,

NEWCOMER OF TH
Sponsored by West Countr

GOLD
Sarah Williams, Winch
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SPORTS OUTPUT

GOLD
Radio Cherwell

SILVER
Radio Lion

BRONZE
Huddersfield HR

SPECIALIST MUSIC

GOLD
Radio Cherwell

SILVER
Grampian HR

BRONZE
HR Hillingdon

BEST PROMO/TRAILER

GOLD
Valley Park Radio

SILVER
HWD

BRONZE
Seaside Radio

GOLD
HR Basingstoke

SILVER
HR Glamorgan

SPECIAL EVENT 

BRONZE
HR Hillingdon

WINNER
Matt Wade

HR Chelmsford

VOLUNTEER OF
THE YEAR

SILVER
son, Harrogate HR

RONZE
Hemingway, HWD

ER OF THE YEAR
West Country Broadcast

GOLD
ms, Winchester HR
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Reward Those Who Go Above
and Beyond the Call of Duty

LAST YEAR my station's AGM turned out to be a very
special night for me. Not only was I elected, for the second
time, as Castle Mead Radio's Vice Chairman but also
because I, unexpectedly, received an official HBA certificate
congratulating me on ten years of being a volunteer with
hospital radio.

That meant the world to me (it, along with those of the
others recognised for their service) now hangs proudly in
our reception room.

It did make me wonder where all the years had gone ...
but then time flies when you're having fun!

This got me thinking and I decided that at this year’s
AGM, just weeks away at the time of writing, we'd have
our own awards ceremony.

This isn't, let me be very clear at this point, about creating
competition or oneupmanship amongst our volunteers
(though the reality is we live in a competitive world.) But it
is about giving special recognition to those individuals who
go above and beyond the call of duty.

Our cause, staffed as it is by volunteers, couldn't exist
without the talents and abilities of people of goodwill.
Recognising their commitment and dedication in an official
way is, I believe, integral to maintaining morale and
motivation.

Don't worry, our awards ceremony isn't like the Oscars ...
no weepy speeches and lengthy lists of thank yous allowed
here. This is about the quiet recognition of the people
without whom hospital radio wouldn't and couldn't be the
national success story that it undoubtedly is.

On that subject it was great to see the national press
giving column inches over to the recent National Hospital
Broadcasting Week. Quite right too.

I hope it leads to many people, young and old and from
all walks of life, volunteering and becoming involved.

After all, they might just win an award.

E-mail Matt at: comedymat@yahoo.co.uk

ON AIR                        <http://www.hbauk.com> Page 17 May/June  2008

What I’ve Learnt
Matthew Hulbert
Vice Chairman of Castle Mead Radio
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RHB To Go 24 hours
The latest news from RHB is that

they are about a month or so away
from broadcasting 24hours a day seven
days a week, using the very latest
Myriad Playout System recently
purchased from P. Squared.

They have been working tirelessly
for the last couple of months installing
music and preparing show. One of the
biggest problems with most hospital
radio stations is having enough
volunteers to run the station, this will
reduce that need but also allow more
flexibility for anyone wishing to join a
hospital radio station.

They currently only broadcast in the
evenings which restricts people with
difficult work patterns to commit to
RHB, this will give them a greater
flexibility to come into the studio at a
better time to suit them so that they can
have more dedicated volunteers
working at RHB. It will also help to
create a greater awareness of RHB
instead of having to broadcast an
alternative station when not on air.
There will be an official launch in the
next month or so with the backing of
the Trust and local media to put them
firmly on the local map and shout out
to people that they do exist.

RHB is now 44 years old and with
this new technology in place will see
them broadcasting for another 44 years.

David Peacock-Seddon
Radio Hospitals Blackburn

Hospital Radio
Gibraltar

Hospital Radio Gibraltar is up and
running. It has taken 14 months to get
the station off the ground but they’ve
done it . There has never been a
hospital radio in Gibraltar so the
patients have not been able to get any
real local news or request a song.

But the main reason Gibraltar
wanted a hospital radio was to keep
family  friends in contact with patients
in hospital. Patients in Gibraltar some
times need to get treatment in the UK
and when that happens not all of the
patients have their families with them
and are alone and sometimes
frightened. RHG have been worried
about it, so had an idea to ask UK
mainland hospital radios if they would
pass on a message from a loved one
from here in Gibraltar and the hospitals
they have contacted are happy to do
this. They are now able to inform
patients and families who are seeking
treatment away from home that they

can maintain contact. All they need
now is a wiz kid to allow the two
hospitals to talk on air, then  you can
imagine the families and patients
reaction. As this is a very new station
and RHG have no experience of any
radio stations, they have no programme
content and would welcome any
hospital radio stations programmes as it
would be very good for entertainment
for their patients and staff. If they do
need treatment in the UK ,they will
know there is a friendly UK hospital
radio voice waiting for them.

If any hospital radio stations  want to
send RHG some of their programmes,
please keep all your radio IDs, jingles,
adverts in place so that Gibraltar knows
who you are.

They will introduce your shows as
top UK hospital radio programmes.
They will get a better feel on how its
all going in a month or so.

Many thanks to Nigel at the HBA for
being so helpful.

PS the dolphins are in the bay, a bit
playful as the mediterranean is getting
warmer 22c today very blue skies ,
Would any hospital radio station be
interested in the Gibraltar story? It’s 300
years since the UK came here, we are
considering making a programme about
the history of Gibraltar with local
narrators and local music. Please
contact me if you would like a free
copy.

Thanks to you all, take care.
Paul Jennett
Hospital Radio Gibraltar

Skype hospitalradiogibraltar
msn messenger hospitalradiogibraltar
paul@hospitalradiogibraltar,com
Tel:00350 20043127 

Free records
for any station

BY ORDER OF THE TRUSTEES
Bedrock has thousands of recordings
going free to a good home. (Donations
welcomed). These are 7  and 12-inch
singles and albums, all used but
generally in reasonably good condition.
When digitised the records can be
cleaned-up to remove most pops and
clicks.

We have digitised over 13,000 tracks
and started cleaning some and need to
dispose of the originals as they are now
a liability rather than an asset – we are
having to pay to store them!

The records come from the
amalgamation of the libraries from
Harold Wood and Oldchurch and
cover top 20 singles (and some others)
from the late 1950s to the introduction

of CDs. Albums of all genres including
boxed sets – everything from classical,
rock, pop, jazz, opera, comedy,
religious, etc.

We can deliver locally to south-east
region at cost, or you can pick them up
by prior arrangement.

We CANNOT search for specific
titles or artists. Records will be supplied
in blocks of 100 (randomly selected). 

Ian Wager
Bedrock

Grampian HR wins
Awards for Being a
Friend at the Bedside 

Two volunteers at Grampian
Hospital Radio won awards at the
HBA's annual awards ceremony.  

'The Vintage Years' programme,
produced and presented by Jim
Simpson, received a silver award in the
Best Specialist Music category.  The
show, a mix of music and history from
the golden years of radio is broadcast
Saturday evenings between 5.30 and 7
pm.

Brenda Massie was commended in
the 'Female Presenter of the Year'
category. Brenda produces and
presents 'The Pleasuremix', also
broadcast Saturday evenings, between
7 and 8.30 pm.

The winners were selected by a
panel of media professionals, many of
whom began their careers in hospital
radio.

Jim and Brenda's work with GHR
was also recognised by the Hospital
Broadcasting Association (HBA) at last
year's awards ceremony which was
held in Nottingham.  

Both Jim and Brenda said they
thought their awards proved just how
hard all of the members of Grampian
Hospital Radio and Radio Rainbow at
the Royal Aberdeen Children's Hospital
worked to produce programmes which
the patients would enjoy listening to.

GHR broadcasts a range of music,
light entertainment and information to
the patients of Aberdeen Royal
Infirmary, Aberdeen Maternity Hospital
and Roxburghe House including a
request show at 8.30pm.

Radio Rainbow, part of GHR,
broadcasts exclusively from its studio in
the children's hospital to the patients
and staff of the Royal Aberdeen
Children's Hospital. 

Patients in the Royal Aberdeen
Children's Hospital are aged 14 years
and under. Radio Rainbow broadcasts
a range of pop music, children's songs
and stories.
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Hospital Radio
Maidstone’s
45th Birthday

On Saturday 24th, H.R.M. will be
holding a 45th birthday party at the
Larkfield Parish Hall, Larkfield,
Maidstone. The party will celebrate 45
years of award winning quality
programmes broadcast to the patients of
the Maidstone Hospital.

At the ceremony, 15 of its members
will be receiving their long Service
Awards. The awards being presented
will range from ten years to a staggering
40 years, some achievement by any
standards!

If you or your station would like to
attend this great occasion, then please
contact H.R.M. direct on 01622
224747 or Email info@hrm.org.uk. We
look forward to welcoming  your
station on the night.

Phil Still
Hospital Radio Maidstone

24 Hour Broadcast
Hospital Radio Medway ran a 24

hour broadcast to raise cash and get
publicity for Hospital Radio Week.
Some 20 members took part and were
joined by DJ Vanessa Elms from
KMFM, DJ Pat Marsh from Radio Kent
and presenters Geoff Clark and Beverly
Thompson from BBC South East.

The broadcast was brought to a
close with Vice Chairman Gordon
Clark interviewing the Mayor of
Medway, Councillor Val Goulden and
her escort and husband, Tony Goulden,
who used to be lead guitarist with the
group Vanity Fare.

The event was supported by the
Chairman of the Medway NHS Trust,
Vernon Hull and its Chief Executive,
Andy Horne.

Gordon Clark
Vice Chairman
Hospital Radio Medway

Radio Lion
Scoops Awards

Radio Lion has scooped an armful of
awards at the HBA Awards Ceremony.
Radio Lion's Programme Controller
Gareth Wakefield was among the
hundreds of hospital radio volunteers
who attended the gala dinner in Leeds,
hosted by IRN’s Jon Godal with video
messages from Patron Sir Terry Wogan.

‘We are absolutely delighted to have
put Radio Lion and the Royal Surrey
County Hospital firmly on the hospital
broadcasting map by receiving these

prestigious awards’, said Gareth who
took to the stage to receive the awards
presented by, among others, Andrew
Lansley, CBE, MP, Shadow Secretary
of State for Health and Dr Chris Steele,
resident expert on ITV's This Morning
programme.

Radio Lion won a trophy winner for
'Best Sports Output' and received
certificates commending Radio Lion for
excellence in the categories 'Best
Special Event' (a literary event held at
the hospital in conjunction with
Guildford Book Festival), 'Best station
Promotion' (for the annual Christmas
Carol Service held in the hospital), and
'Station of the Year' (for all round
hospital broadcasting excellence).

Gareth added, ‘We are very proud
to have been commended for these
major categories out of over 400
hospitals that belong to the Hospital
Broadcasting Association. I would like
to thank all the Radio Lion volunteers
for their dedication and enthusiasm, the
Guildford Lion's Club for their support
and the Royal Surrey County Hospital
for their commitment to the community
service we provide.

‘Ultimately, however, it is the
patients, their families and friends that I
would like to thank for all their calls and
contributions to programmes.’

Iain Elsey
Hospital Radio Lion (Guildford)

Hospital Radio Barnet
Now 24/7

It has been years in the planning and
more years in the installing but HRB
has finally become a 24 hour station.
After talking about it for many years; it
was mid 2003 when we started
seriously investigating the possibility of
becoming a 24 hour station but late
2004  that we decided the system to get
should be Myriad from PSquared. The
Friends approved the money and in
December 2004 we acquired the
equipment. After that it all went a bit
pear shaped, due to time constraints
and problems interfacing the equipment
in the studios and it was not really until
mid 2007 that work seriously began on
installing the system.

Several months of loading music onto
the system and a lot of work to connect
the system into studio 1, finally came to
fruition. Hospital Radio Barnet now
broadcasts 24 hours a day to the
patients in Barnet Hospital. The initial
service is a bit basic, simply playing
music and announcements but now we
are running we plan to incorporate
much more variety into the schedule, as
we become more familiar with its

operation. We are investigating adding
some plays and are looking at providing
local news coverage. Thanks are due
to Chris Gurney who did most of the
hard work installing the system and to
Garry Lakin and Frank Heinley who
loaded most of the music onto the
system and set it up. This is a great
milestone for HRB and a great way to
start off our 30th year of broadcasting. 

Garry Lakin, Hospital Radio Barnet

Walsall Hospital
Radio's New Website

Walsall Hospital Radio is now the
proud owner of a brand new website
which provides browsers information
on the station including all they need to
know in order to become volunteers,
make donations and much, much more!

The station's new site can be viewed
at: http://www.walsall-hr.co.uk.

Alongside helping with recruitment
and raising awareness, the site also
allows people to make direct donations
online to help raise station funds. It is
fully linked in with the station's other
profiles on sites such as MySpace and
YouTube and gives an excellent
overview of what happens at Walsall
Hospital Radio. 

Richard Stanley
Walsall Hospital Radio

National Request
Charts

I am Mark Snowdon and I
conducted the 4th Annual National
Request Charts, a look at the most
requested songs, requested by patients
of hospital across the UK. Last year, 20
hospital radio stations delivered over
21,000 individual requests to the chart,
with the following outcome.

1. Frank Sinatra – My Way,
2. Queen – Bohemian Rhapsody
3. Take That – Patience
4. Daniel O'Donnell – Danny Boy
5. Robbie Wiliams – Angels.
This year, we would like the support

of many more hospital radio stations to
provide their requests collected
throughout 2008. The more requests
received means a more accurate chart,
illustrating what our patients actually
want to hear from their hospital radio
station.

To get involved for 2008, hospital
radio stations can either contact me by
e-mail:
mark.snowdon@radiogeneral.co.uk or
phone 07725447952 or write to Mark
Snowdon, Radio General, Warrington
General Hospital, Lovely Lane,
Warrington WA5 1QG.
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Radio Allerton in Leeds celebrated its
30th birthday in March. The birthday
was especially poignant as the station
has twice faced the threat of closure
but the present members have a lot to
be grateful for – and a lot to look
forward to. As you will see ...

In the beginning…
Radio Allerton was the brainchild of

two experienced broadcasters, the late
Mike Barron (ex-pirate DJ with Radio
270) and Gilly Margrave (ex-BBC
Radio Leeds). It was shortly before
10.00am on Saturday 11th March
1978, when BBC Radio Leeds began
the countdown live on air and Radio
Allerton began broadcasting. For those
involved, it was the culmination of 18
months’ planning and an exhaustive – at
times exhausting – fundraising
campaign. 

Programmes and People
Radio Allerton has always prided

itself on offering a wide variety of
programmes as well as the usual music
requests. Programmes in those early
days included a weekly quiz, seasonal
pantomimes, classical music, country
music, local news and topical
documentaries and a magazine-type
show. 

During that time, the station often
proved to be a training ground and an
invaluable experience for media
careers. Although far from being our
primary purpose – indeed, we are still
wary of those who just want to get into
radio – we are proud to have launched
a number of today’s successful
broadcasters and media staff.

Our alumni include Richard Quest
(CNN) and Chris Choi (ITN), who
once presented on Saturday mornings;
Ray Stroud (Magic 828), Ann Sedivy
and Alison Lister (local BBC); Ian
Collins (Ridings FM) and Steve Warren
(Magic 828).   

But it hasn’t always been easy ...

Closure – And New
Beginnings

In 1993, the original hospital site was
closed and patients were transferred to
the new Chapel Allerton Hospital, built
by extending what had been the
hospital’s Newton Green Wing. At first
there was no room available for our
studio but eventually in 1997 space was
found. A new studio, with improved
equipment, was gradually built from
scratch thanks to our long-serving
engineer extraordinaire Mike Turner. 

I’d had a spell away from Radio
Allerton during this time, spending some
time at St James’ and at St Mary’s,

which must be the spookiest hospital in
Leeds, followed by the best part of a
year out of it altogether (awful – I don’t
recommend it!). Fortunately I had a
chance meeting with Gilly in Leeds city
centre in 1998, she told me they were
trying to get the old team back together
and I needed no persuading. So I was
there when broadcasting recommenced
on 3rd April 1999. The initial idea was
that we would broadcast for about six
months as a sort of test transmission,
then officially announce our arrival.
Somehow that announcement never
happened: we just carried on
broadcasting.  

A Numbers Game 
Unfortunately the initial enthusiasm

didn’t last universally and before long
we were down to just four members –
plus one or two who came and stayed
a short time – and three regular
programmes. By the end of 2002 it was
looking a bit bleak to say the least  and
as we entered our 25th year there was
a real danger that we would just go out
of existence. But that would mean
wasting all Mike’s work, not to mention
our own efforts over the years.
Something had to be done to increase
our numbers. 

Instead of the usual appeal, I wrote
out a sob-story press release

emphasising our illustrious past and
bemoaning the threat to our survival.
The local papers printed it word for
word (bless them!) and somehow it
worked. The enquiries trickled in
rather than flooded but that didn’t
matter: the main thing was that we
were under way with our rebuilding
process. Three years later in 2006 we
even felt strong enough to mark
Hospital Broadcasting Week with a
very successful Open Day.   

Radio Allerton Today 
The station continues to offer a

variety of programmes, broadcasting
live every weekday evening from 7pm.
In 2006 Radio Allerton merged with
Radio Skeba from Seacroft Hospital:
Skeba had closed down as patients
were moved to other hospitals in
Leeds. Four of their team joined us
(what a pity that so many other talented
people may well have been lost to
hospital radio altogether), bringing with
them a play-out system which was duly
installed so that we could broadcast 24
hours a day. 

The current team includes four
members with 30 years’ service, two of
whom have been with the station from
the outset and one with 25 years (me).
We have 15 members now, with two
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more awaiting approval – so even
allowing for the revolving door that
seems to afflict us occasionally we still
have some strength in depth. 

Our relationship with the Trust is
probably better now than it’s ever been
and we get fantastic support from both
Voluntary Services and the Friends Of
Chapel Allerton.

We face challenges, of course,
mainly a constant battle to get headsets
provided at bedsides. Last year in
desperation we bought a batch to
distribute – only to discover that staff
were throwing them away after just
one use! Like many stations (I guess),
we have watched many ward closures
in recent years, which must be a touch
of déjà vu for those who joined from
Skeba. The good news: at our request,
the service has now been connected to
other parts of the hospital such as the
coffee shop and day wards. The bad
news: at the time of writing, the
reception in those areas is poor and it
seems we are vying for attention with a
new oncology wing at St James’. No
sense of priorities, eh?!     

Call Us Old Fashioned, But
Chapel Allerton is probably one of

the few hospitals not to have used
Patientline – although after recent issues
with the service that may not be such a
bad thing. We still have the old jingles
on cartridge (timeless, some of them –
although most are now on computer)
and three old cartridge machines, two
old record decks,and an old but very
sturdy BBC mixing desk.       

Birthday Celebrations 
To mark the occasion, we held an

Open Day at the hospital from 10am till
4pm. We gathered earlier for group
photos and I started off the official
proceedings by paying tribute to those
who’d gone before us, especially the
two people without whose vision we
wouldn’t be there now. Radio
Allerton’s Honorary President Andrew
Edwards (breakfast show host on BBC
Radio Leeds) spoke next, praising the
efforts and commitment of all those
who had kept the station going through
difficult times, before presenting long
service awards on behalf of the HBA to
five members: John Hutchinson, Nick
Jones, Mike Turner and Robin Clayton
with 30 years and me a comparative
newcomer with just 25 years’ service. 

A display in the hospital foyer
included archive photos and newspaper
cuttings and samples of current
programmes playing through
loudspeakers. There were special live
broadcasts throughout the day from the

studio, the first one fittingly presented
by Nick Jones who had been there on
that very first morning. The Friends of
Chapel Allerton provided coffee, tea
and homemade cakes.

Several former presenters dropped
by to share in the celebrations,
including co-founder Gilly, Chris Choi
and Richard Quest (they’d been
covering the opening of Heathrow’s
Terminal 5 the previous day). Most of
them were interviewed live on air to
recall their days on Radio Allerton. It
was so encouraging to hear them saying
how much they valued that early
experience:

‘It was the start of our careers ... it
gave you the whole love of
broadcasting’ ... Richard Quest.

‘You never forget your roots ...
(hospital radio) is an ideal step up the
ladder’ ... Ray Stroud 

Best Laid Plans
Highlight of the day was to be a visit

by the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress
of Leeds, Councillor Brian Cleasby and
Mrs Jocelyn Cleasby. I’d had a surprise
message ten days before to say they
would be attending at 3pm, providing a
fitting climax to the day. The one thing
I hadn’t legislated for was an early
arrival – a whole two hours early! I
was just settling down to begin my hour
of broadcasting at 1, when Sarah came
in to the studio to tell me. Mike quickly
jumped into the hot seat while I dashed
down the three flights of stairs and tried
to look composed as I greeted our civic
dignitaries. 

I needn’t have worried, though, as

they were just wonderful – and very
apologetic for any inconvenience.
Apparently their first function had
finished earlier than anticipated and the
Sergeant-At-Mace had rung to see if it
was all right to come straight to us –
except my phone was downstairs while
I was in the studio. Knowing it was an
all day event, they thought it would be
best just to come along anyway.   

After chatting for a while downstairs
(and dispatching one of the team ahead
to make sure the studio was tidy!) we
took them to the studio where the Lord
Mayor tried his hand at presenting
music live on air, before being
interviewed by me about his year of
office and plans for the future. I can
honestly say he is welcome to join us
when his year ends in May – he’s a
natural!  

An Early Easter?
I feel privileged to be Chairman of

Radio Allerton as it reaches this
milestone birthday. There was a real
buzz of excitement around the place on
the Open Day: it almost felt as if we
were celebrating our own resurrection
a week before the real one.

This was a birthday we once
thought we’d never see, which made it
all the more special. As we begin the
next 30 years, Radio Allerton is stronger
than ever now, with some real quality
programmes and some great people.
But we must not be complacent, the
hard work goes on.

Francis Klonowski 
Radio Allerton Chairman
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Hospital Radio Shares
Couple’s Special Day

On Demand Marathon
for Hospital

Broadcasting Week

Love was in the air for a brave young newly-wed couple on
Valentine’s Day – and Hospital Radio Plymouth was there to
capture the moment.

Emma Millar, 27, has been a cystic fibrosis patient at
Plymouth’s Derriford Hospital since September last year.
Despite being in desperate need of a heart and lung transplant
and being too ill to leave the hospital, she married her partner
of eight years, David, in a specially granted civil ceremony on
21st January. 

Mr and Mrs Millar decided to share a religious blessing in the
hospital chapel on the 14th February to mark their wedding,
and this was broadcast live to patients by Hospital Radio
Plymouth.

Around 120 of family, friends and staff from Emma’s
Hexworthy ward packed in the chapel to witness the emotional
service, which was led by Reverend Paul Snell. 

Hospital Radio Plymouth broadcasts a service from the
hospital chapel every Sunday morning but this was one of the
more unusual – and certainly the most romantic. Keith Jolley,
the station’s Programme Manager, said:

‘When we were approached to broadcast Emma and
David’s blessing, we were only too happy to oblige. Emma has
been in Derriford since September, so she is well known and
loved throughout the hospital.

‘We also hope that the couple’s positive outlook on life and
their love conquers all attitude brightened up our listeners’ day.
Emma is now due to have a transplant assessment in a few
days and we wish her all the best’.
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Sometimes simple ideas are the best for fundraising; at least
that’s what Hospital Radio Basingstoke hoped when we
decided to go for a broadcast marathon for our first big event
of the year. We knew other stations have done these to great
effect raising lots of money and what could be better,
combining the raising of much needed funds with what is, let’s
face it, probably the biggest reason most people join hospital
radio – the broadcasting side.

We decided to go with a 60 hour broadcast and brand it
‘The HRB 60 Hour Music on Demand Marathon’. ‘Music on
Demand’ is how we refer to our request shows and as we are
on air 24 hours a day, we needed to find a way of
differentiating what we were going to do. The ordinary
listener probably doesn’t realise or has never thought about the
fact that we are not live for much of the time.  

In the weeks leading up to the event,  enthusiasm amongst
our members was very positive and it didn’t take much effort
to fill most of the hours, even the night time hours! So when
the start came at 8am on 4 April, we not only had all the
hours filled but most had assistants as well. We even enticed
some former HRB members back on the air with Neale
Adams helping out on Saturday Breakfast and James Pollard
and Sarah Beattie teaming up for Breakfast on Sunday.

In the first half hour we linked up live with former HRB
member Mark Watson, now breakfast show host on Kestrel
FM in Basingstoke. Later in the morning, Paul LeFeuvre was
joined by staff and residents of Orchard House in Alton who
had sponsored him to the tune of over £180.

In the afternoon we talked to some of the ‘Music Makers’ of
Basingstoke and the weekend continued with plenty more
during the evening and overnight.

Friday was also our open day where staff were invited to
come to the studio and see their station in person.

The biggest potential problem came on Sunday morning
when, with a loud clap of thunder and bright lightning, four
inches of snow fell in 30 minutes. Presenter James Pollard was
on air at the time and wondered what was going on and it
subsequently took his assistant Sarah about half an hour to
travel a couple of miles to the studio! By lunchtime, most of
the snow was gone and HRB on Show kicked off in the main
entrance to promote the station and raise money.  

The weekend ended with an hour where HRB members
phoned the station and took part in a quiz that would win
prizes for patients who had had requests – four mugs, three
bookmarks, a £10 gift voucher and a bottle of wine.

It was a really good weekend in the end and at the time of
writing, we have potentially raised over £2,000 along with
creating plenty of publicity. A very successful week for HRB
coming straight after our best ever results at the Awards.

On Air No 122 p22:On Air No 122 p22  15/5/08  18:08  Page 1

Prinect Color Editor: 
Page is color controlled with Prinect Color Editor:  3.0.66Copyright 2005 Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AGhttp://www.heidelberg.comTo view actual document colors and color spaces,please contact your local Heidelberg office in order to get a freePrinect Color Editor (Viewer) plug-in.Applied Color Management Settings:Output Intent (Press Profile): ISOcoated.iccRGB Image:Profile: ECI_RGB.iccRendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noRGB Graphic:Profile: ECI_RGB.iccRendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noDevice Independent RGB/Lab Image:Rendering Intent: From DocumentBlack Point Compensation: noDevice Independent RGB/Lab Graphic:Rendering Intent: From DocumentBlack Point Compensation: noDevice Independent CMYK/Gray Image:Rendering Intent: From DocumentBlack Point Compensation: noDevice Independent CMYK/Gray Graphic:Rendering Intent: From DocumentBlack Point Compensation: noTurn R=G=B (Tolerance 0.5%) Graphic into Gray: noTurn C=M=Y,K=0 (Tolerance 0.1%) Graphic into Gray: noCMM for overprinting CMYK graphic: noGray Image: Apply CMYK Profile: noGray Graphic: Apply CMYK Profile: noTreat Calibrated RGB as Device RGB: noTreat Calibrated Gray as Device Gray: noRemove embedded non-CMYK Profiles: noRemove embedded CMYK Profiles: noApplied Miscellaneous Settings:All Colors to knockout: noPure black to overprint: noTurn Overprint CMYK White to Knockout: noTurn Overprinting Device Gray to K: noCMYK Overprint mode: as isCreate "All" from 4x100% CMYK: noDelete "All" Colors: noConvert "All" to K: no



Food for
Thought

News ExtraOver
60 Years’
Service to

Hospital Radio
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Delegates at the HBA Spring
Conference may have missed out on
food on the Friday evening but they
certainly had plenty to chew over at
Saturday's Informal General Meeting.

A hotel error resulted in a lack of
food for later diners, an issue that was
hurriedly  – and expertly – resolved
by John and Marie, the Conference
Team. 

Indeed, the hotel's mistake was one
of the highlights of the following
evening's Hospital Radio Awards
ceremony when host Jon Godel
started the event by congratulating the
hotel, not on the food that had just
been served but on having
ENOUGH food for everyone in the
room.

To laughter and applause Jon said,
‘The producer of this ceremony
called me this morning and said, Jon
the show's going to fine, everything's
going to be fine – just bring a packed
lunch!’

During the IGM on Saturday, it
wasn't the food that was of concern,
more the decision by the HBA to
announce Solihull will be the last ever
Autumn Conference.

Deputy Chief Executive Iain Lee
told the delegate that a drop in
numbers of attendees, plus rising costs
of subsiding those who do attend,
had led them to make the decision.

‘In it's place, from 2009, will be a
series of ‘training days’ held around
the country.

Delegates were far from happy
with this decision, one asking why
they hadn't been consulted on it,
while the general consensus at the
meeting was that costs could be
brought down by scrapping certain
parts of the Autumn event, such as
the Gala dinner and the need for an
after-dinner speaker, plus free events
such as go karting and bowling.

Iain said that those events had been
introduced as a  kind of ‘sweetener’
in a bid to try and attract more people
to attend the Autumn Conference
and that, without them, it's likely even
fewer people would attend.

Others at the IGM said they would
miss the opportunity to network and
mingle with other stations and that
seeing them just once a year (at the
Spring Conference) wouldn't be the
same.

Three members of Radio Redhill
were presented with their 20 year Long
Service certificates at the East Surrey
Hospital radio station’s recent AGM.
Maria Speller, Bob Barnes and Dave
King were handed their awards by
station Chairman Nigel Gray who said,
‘Maria, Bob and Dave have each given
two decades of service to Radio Redhill
which is an outstanding achievement.
We look forward to their contributions
to Radio Redhill over the next 20 years!’

Bob Barnes said, ‘It’s all been well
worthwhile and I’m delighted to be a
part of Radio Redhill.’ A delighted
Maria said, ‘My time at Radio Redhill
has been very enjoyable and it’s great to
have been able to play a part in helping
make patients’ stays at the hospital a
little more enjoyable.’

Bob’s wife, Barbara, was also
presented with her Long Service
Award after at least ten years of
service. Barbara has assisted during
‘live’ recordings on many occasions in
the distant past including the Belfry
Carol Service. She also presents and
produces the outstanding long-running
series, ‘Surrey at War’ on Sunday
evenings.

Hospital Broadcasting
Week at Northern Air

For Hospital Broadcasting Week
Northern Air decided to run an advert
in the Manchester Evening News for
two weeks. The response was amazing
with over 50 enquiries!

When organising these events you
are generally full of fear and trepidation
that nobody will turn up but to my
surprise 40 people arrived, plus the odd
‘Johnny Sparkle’, (odd being the
operative word!).

The idea was to hold an Open
Evening to give people the opportunity
to see the studio in full working order. I
played a 15 minute montage of the
programmes and the various things we
try to achieve at Northern Air for the
patients at North Manchester General
and Salford Royal.

We then had a rush for application
forms, plus our sheet of rules which
explain the requirements of Hospital
Radio ie the patient is priority, not the
mixing desk! So far we have received
11 application forms. I am ever the
optimist. Maybe we will get the 40!

To make the evening extra special,
we invited the Mayor and Mayoress of
Bury and also former volunteer
Michelle Totton, who now presents the
Traffic and Weather on Channel M
T.V. Breakfast show.

Over the previous weekend five of
our volunteers attended the Awards at
Leeds and we were delighted to be
commended in four categories, Male
Presenter, Dave Bee and Alex Ganotis,
Best Newcomer, Hilary Bowick and
finally, Marshall Gellman’s Specialist
Music.

Michelle did the honours by
presenting certificates to the worthy
winners and also made a great speech
about the ethics of hospital radio and
how it was instrumental in her career.

Long Service Awards were made to
Dave Bee for ten years and to Dave
Langer, whose late father Stanley
started the station in 1960. Dave’s
award was for 45 years service. They
were both congratulated by the Mayor
on such great achievements.

Finally, John Saxby, the NHS
Pennine Acute Trust Chief Executive,
gave a vote of thanks to everyone who
came to the evening, adding that he felt
Hospital Radio went a long way to
aiding recovery.

Long may it continue!

Joe Sambrook
Station Manager
Northern Air Hospital Radio

Chairman Nigel Gray hands Barbara
Barnes her certificate

Pictured left to right, Bob Barnes, Maria
Speller and Dave King
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Bath Breakfast Duo

ON AIR                        <http://www.hbauk.com> Page 24 May/June 2008

Have you ever broadcast two
different radio programmes on two
different radio stations at the same
time?

Well, on 4th April, local commercial
radio station presenter Ian Dore did just
that ... he broadcast the last two hours
of his Bath FM breakfast show from the
studios of Bath Hospital Radio and
presented a separate show to the
hospital at the same time.

The two stations simulcast links so
listeners on the FM station heard the
same as listeners in the Royal United
Hospital, which was done especially
for Hospital Broadcasting Week.

Ian Doe said this is ‘a technical
nightmare, I’ve never seen this many
microphones, it’s like a press
conference’.

His co-presenter and Bath FM
Programme Controller Tim Lewis, said
‘It was fun’.

They played an interview of Jack
Douglas from the Carry On film series
especially for the patients in hospital,
spoke to Alice Corp from the
Wednesday request team about her
success at the National Hospital Radio
Awards where she was commended in
the Newcomer category.

Programme Controller Tim Lewis
started his career in hospital radio.

Dave Nicholson and Tom Chittenden with
their highly commended certificate for
Outstanding contribution at the HBA Awards

Staff  of Radio Tyneside, who were presented
with Long Service certificates at the station’s
recent AGM
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Regional Reps details
REGION REP ADDRESS PHONE E-MAIL 

Regional Dave Lockyer 54 School Lane 0870 321 6005 regions@hbauk.com
Manager Higham

Rochester
Kent ME3 7JF

Anglia Julie Cox 37 Alford Street 0870 765 9601 anglia@hbauk.com
Grantham
NG31 8BX

Home Donald McFarlane 99 Hughenden Road 0870 765 9602 homecounties@hbauk.com
High Wycombe
Bucks
HP13 5HT

London Ben Hart 0870 765 9603 london@hbauk.com 

Midlands David Tysoe 51 Woodway 0870 765 9604 midlands@hbauk.com
Erdington
Birmingham
B24 OAH

North Elliot Kennedy 9 Dipton Road 0870 765 9605 north@hbauk.com
Hardwick Estate
Stockton on Tees
TS19 8JW

Northern Davey Downes 19 Collingbridge Drive 0870 765 9606 nireland@hbauk.com
Ireland Glengormley

Newtonabbey
BT36 7SX

North West David McGealy 40 Saffron Drive 0870 765 9607 northwest@hbauk.com
Moorside
Oldham
OL4 2PU

Scotland 0870 765 9608 scotland@hbauk.com

South Neil Ogden 63 Franklin Avenue 0870 765 9609 south@hbauk.com
Tadley
Hampshire
RG26 4EZ 

South East Dave Abrey 14 Park Drive 0870 765 9611 southeast@hbauk.com
Ingatestone
Essex
CM4 9DT

Wales & West Steve Allen 12 Heol Poyston 0870 765 9613 waleswest@hbauk.com 
Caerau
Cardiff CF5 5LKX

Yorkshire Iain Lee 37 The Meadows 0870 765 9614 yorkshire@hbauk.com
Messingham
Scunthorpe DN17 3UD
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Who to Contact on the Executive Committee

President June Snowden
P.O. Box 76, Ely, CB6 3WH  
Tel: 0870 321 6009
e-mail: president@hbauk.com
Station visits, represent HBA
publicly, print and present long
service certificates

Chief Executive Phil Moon
82 Greenleaf Gardens, Polegate,
E Sussex BN26 6PH

Tel: 0870 321 6000
e-mail: chief@hbauk.com
Main contact with statutory bodies.
Ambassadors

Treasurer Julie Cox
37 Alford Street, Grantham,
Lincolnshire NG31 8BX
Tel: 0870 321 6004
e-mail: finance@hbauk.com
Financial matters (other than
subscriptions)

Conference Bookings
Marie Harper
50 Neale Street, Sunderland,
Tyne & Wear SR6 9EZ
Tel: 0870 321 6017
e-mail: conferences@hbauk.com

Technical Adviser
Geoff Fairbairn
201 Hillbury Road, Warlingham CR6 9TJ
Tel: 0870 321 6012
e-mail: technical@hbauk.com
Technical matters

Deputy Chief Executive
Iain Lee
37 The Meadows, Messingham
Scunthorpe DN17 3UD
Tel: 0870 321 6014
e-mail: deputychief@hbauk.com
Sub committee chairman.
Special projects

General Secretary
Nigel Dallard
54 St. Annes Close, Badger Farm,
Winchester, Hampshire SO22 4LQ
Tel: 0870 321 6003
e-mail: secretary@hbauk.com
General correspondence, Company
Secretary, annual review

Acting Public Relations Manager
Sean Dunderdale
183 Carlton Boulevard, Lincoln,
Lincolnshire LN2 4WJ
Tel: 0870 321 6008
e-mail: publicrelations@hbauk.com
Press and public relations,
charity profile

Regional Manager Dave Lockyer
54 School Lane, Higham, Rochester,
Kent ME3 7JF
Tel: 0870 321 6005
e-mail: regions@hbauk.com
Regional meetings, contacts, setting
up a region etc.

Editor
Michelle Newstead
2 Falkland Close, Boreham, Chelmsford,
Essex CM3 3DD
Tel: 0870 321 6011
e-mail: onair@hbauk.com
On Air magazine

Sales & Advertising Executive
Mike Skinner
6 Batchelor Way, Uckfield, East Sussex
TN22 2DD
Tel: 0870 321 6026
e-mail: advertising@hbauk.com
All Corporate sales for HBA

Webmaster Mark Venus
95 Barns Road, Ferndown, Dorset
BH22 8XQR
Tel: 0870 321 6018
e-mail: webmaster@hbauk.com
Maintenance of HBA website

General Enquiries
Tel: 0870 321 6019
e-mail: info@hbauk.com

Programming Adviser
Paul Easton
PO Box 729, Surbiton, Surrey KT58XF
Tel: 0870 321 6002
e-mail: programming@hbauk.com
Advice on programme content

Membership Enquiries
Tel: 0870 321 6003
e-mail: membership@hbauk.com
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